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CHINA, PAKISTAN SIGN MILITARY DEAL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Reinforcing ties:PM Imran Khan called for closer cooperation to raise the Pakistan-China
brotherhood to new heights.File  

China and Pakistan have signed a new military memorandum of understanding to boost their
already close defence relationship, as China’s Defence Minister and People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) General Wei Fenghe met Pakistan’s leadership in Islamabad and visited the headquarters
of the Army at Rawalpindi.

Gen. Wei on Tuesday met Pakistan’s President Arif Alvi and Prime Minister Imran Khan. He
called on both countries to “push the military-to-military relationship to a higher level, so as to
jointly cope with various risks and challenges, firmly safeguard the sovereignty and security
interests of the two countries and safeguard the regional peace and stability”, Chinese state
media reported.

On Monday, the two militaries signed an MoU following Gen. Wei’s meeting with Pakistan’s
Chief of the Army Staff, General Qamar Javed Bajwa, at the General Headquarters, according to
reports in the Pakistani media. Both “exchanged in-depth views on the international and regional
situations, the relations between the two countries and militaries, the equipment and technology
cooperation and other issues”, a report in China’s official media said.

While details of the new MoU were not immediately available, it follows another agreement
signed last year, when China’s Vice Chairman of the Central Military Commission (CMC)
General Xu Qiliang visited Rawalpindi for defence cooperation and “capacity building of the
Pakistan Army”.

Gen. Wei also discussed ongoing projects under the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
in which the Pakistani military is playing an increasingly prominent role.

Prior to Gen. Wei’s visit, recently appointed Chinese envoy to Pakistan Nong Rong conducted a
“comprehensive review” of the CPEC projects along with Lt. Gen. Asim Saleem Bajwa (retd),
who is heading the CPEC Authority.

The Chinese Defence Minister also had talks with Pakistan’s Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Committee General Nadeem Raza, and both sides “reaffirmed their commitment to ‘Iron
Brotherhood’ and ‘All-Weather’ friendship”.

Firm support

President Arif Alvi on Tuesday conveyed Pakistan “firmly supports China’s stand on issues
related to the South China Sea, Taiwan, Xinjiang, Tibet and so on”, Chinese State media
reported. “We hope that the two countries will further strengthen cooperation in the construction
of the CPEC as well as the defence and security fields,” he said. Prime Minister Imran Khan
called for “closer strategic cooperation to raise the iron-clad Pakistan-China brotherhood to a
new height”.

Gen. Wei’s visit followed his day-long visit to Nepal, where he was the highest ranking Chinese
official to visit since President Xi Jinping’s visit in October last year. The Communist Party-run
Global Times reported Gen. Wei as saying: “China firmly supports Nepal to safeguard its
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national independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity”, with the newspaper noting India’s
recent territorial dispute with Nepal in Kalapani.

He said China would “continue assisting Nepal’s military development, contributing to regional
peace and stability”. The newspaper reported that military-to-military relations were growing with
the PLA Air Force earlier this year sending protective outfits, medical masks and thermometers
to the Nepalese military. Nepal’s then Defence Minister Ishwar Pokhrel visited Beijing in October
2019 when both sides signed a 150-million yuan ($22.8 million) deal on military assistance, the
Global Times noted, adding that the two militaries have held joint special forces drills for three
consecutive years.
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REGIONAL PRIORITIES: ON THE SCO SUMMIT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: SCO and India

Three years after joining the eight-nation Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO), India
hosted the SCO heads of governments (HoG) meeting for the first time on Monday. The focus of
the 66-point joint communiqué at the end of the virtual conference was in developing a “Plan of
Priority Practical Measures for 2021-2022 to overcome the socio-economic, financial and food
consequences of COVID-19 in the region”. Members committed to strengthening multilateralism
and the UN charter while welcoming the fact that the grouping is now being seen as an
“influential and responsible participant in the modern system of international relations”. The
meeting also showed up persisting differences. Although the HoG Council consists of the Prime
Ministers of all SCO countries, neither Prime Minister Narendra Modi nor Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan attended the meet, ostensibly due to a protocol mismatch between the
position of PMs in parliamentary democracies versus those in the former Soviet bloc and China.
Mr. Modi was represented by Vice-President Venkaiah Naidu, who made strong observations on
cross-border terrorism; he called it the SCO region’s “biggest challenge”, in comments aimed at
Pakistan. Pakistan’s representative too spoke of the need to combat what she called “state
terrorism” in disputed areas, in a reference to Jammu and Kashmir. The SCO is a rare forum
where India-Pakistan troops take part in joint exercises under the Regional Anti-Terror Structure,
although it would seem the two countries have come no closer on the issue. Neither statement
on terrorism was reflected in the final joint statement, which focused on trade and economic
issues. India also marked its differences with China over the BRI by not joining other SCO
members in a paragraph endorsing the BRI. Mr. Naidu made a pitch for “transparent and
trustworthy” trade practices, seen as a sidebar aimed at China.

Regardless of the differences, the Modi government has consistently maintained the importance
of the SCO grouping, referred to as the “Asian NATO” although it does not mandate security
alliances. The SCO is one of the few regional structures India is a part of now, given a decline in
its engagement with SAARC, BBIN and the RCEP. The SCO provides India a convenient
channel for its outreach — trade and strategic ties — to Central Asian countries. It has afforded
a platform, when needed, for bilateral discussions with the two countries India has the most
tense ties with: China and Pakistan. While the government has eschewed meetings with
Pakistan for the last five years, it has used the SCO for talks with China, including this year
amidst the LAC stand-off, when Rajnath Singh and S. Jaishankar met their counterparts on the
sidelines of SCO meets. Above all, the SCO has been seen as a grouping worth pursuing as it
retains India’s geopolitical balance, a useful counterpoint to New Delhi’s otherwise much more
robust relations with the western world, and hosting the SCO meeting was one more step
towards developing that engagement.
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the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,
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of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.
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From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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BEHIND CHINA’S WOLF WARRIOR DIPLOMACY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

In the last few years, ‘nationalism’ has returned as a governing theme of global politics and
relations among major world actors. However, of late, a peculiarly abrasive brand of nationalism
has come to be associated with China, and more importantly with the persona of Chinese
President Xi Jinping. While Beijing’s recourse to nationalistic aggression as a foreign policy
stratagem has gained the euphemism of ‘wolf warrior diplomacy’ only recently, it has been a
work-in-progress for much longer and involves a state-sponsored and systemic indoctrination
campaign. Under Mr. Xi, this process has become even more intense and has acquired the
dynamics of ‘Chinese nationalism with Xi Jinping at [the] Core’.

The Chinese Communist Party initially embraced nationalism as a co-option strategy in the
aftermath of the Tiananmen Square massacre. Consequently, nationalism was turned into a
state dogma to embed the Chinese Communist Party in the political subconsciousness of the
country, and secure the filial piety of its populace. While this process marked the Chinese
Communist Party’s transition from a revolutionary to a national party, it forever transformed the
Chinese nation-state into a Party-state. It is this ‘Party-state’ brand of nationalism that the
international community is being confronted with.

Book excerpt | China’s nationalist turn under Xi Jinping

Today, this nationalism derives its inspiration from the idiom of ‘Great Rejuvenation’ and its
obsession with re-achieving the glories of an imaginary past. Mr. Xi has turned this old Chinese
Communist Party jargon into a hallmark of the Party’s success and a tool to advance his
personal ambitions. Therefore, Chinese nationalism presents a hedonistic combination of the
Chinese Communist Party’s raison d’être to remain as China’s political master, Mr. Xi’s
relentless quest to cast the Party into his own image, and a popular sentiment fed on the rubric
of the ‘China Dream’. Hence, this version of nationalism is as much domestically oriented as it is
directed at an international audience.

The first concerted attempt by the Chinese Communist Party to shape Chinese nationalism
came with the launch of the ‘Patriotic Education Campaign’ in the 1990s. Consequently, a
narrative of ‘Century of humiliation’ was invented and etched in public memory as a historical
fact. At the core of this campaign was the grand design to project the Chinese Communist Party
as the harbinger and sole guarantor of the peace, prosperity and sovereignty of the eternally
‘victimised’ Chinese nation. As such, the very legitimacy of the Chinese Communist Party within
Chinese politics is based upon an imaginary enemy or a threat perception.

As Mr. Xi tries to rewrite the rules of the Party, and indeed the contours of the existing world
order, he needs his own enemies. Therefore, nationalist mobilisation based on an aggressive
posturing and display of strength in international affairs is an important currency in this larger
scheme of things. At the domestic level, this nationalist fervour has been secured through
patriotic indoctrination campaigns, promotion of a leadership personality cult, and the now
legendary anti-corruption drive.

Comment | The dimming of a Chinese strongman’s aura

Contrary to most international analysis, the drive has become a key component of nationalist
sentiment in China. This is so because corruption has for long been recognised by the Chinese
Communist Party as the single biggest challenge to its existence and thereby the survival of the
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Chinese nation in the political dynamics of a Party-state. In fact, the campaign has earned Mr. Xi
the epithet of ‘fandui fubai’, or the one who is opposed to corruption among the Chinese public.

On the issue of propaganda operations, their centrality in Mr. Xi’s politics can be gauged from
the fact that after Mao, he has become the only Chinese leader to appoint a Party theoretician
(Wang Huning) on the Politburo Standing Committee.

The Chinese Communist Party’s patriotic indoctrination efforts consist of dedicated programmes
for both the Party members, and the general public. The new ‘Patriotic Education’ guidelines
were introduced in 2019, along with the ‘2019-2023 National Work Program for the Education
and Cultivation of Party Members’. Though largely similar in content with their previous avatars,
they present a much hard-line version of Communist ideology and aim for a wider dissemination
of ideological indoctrination throughout Chinese society.

In addition to dictating the academic curriculum, these guidelines promote extra-curricular
activities such as ‘Red Education’ history tours which include visits to Chinese Communist Party
museums and ‘martyrdom commemoration sites’, ‘Study Lei Feng Volunteer Service’
programmes, etc. The stated aim of such programmes is to achieve Mr. Xi’s mission to cultivate
future generations of Chinese youth with ‘Red DNA’.

Comment | Nicks to the Chinese strongman’s image

The Chinese Communist Party’s propaganda machinery also designs customised programmes
that target specific sections of society as per the Party’s perceived challenges. For instance, in
2018, the Party launched a “patriotic striving spirit” campaign to ‘enhance patriotism’ among
Chinese intellectuals. This came in the wake of the famous letter by (recently sacked) Tsinghua
Professor Xu Zhangrun in which he had criticised Mr. Xi. Similarly, Chinese media outlets have
been asked to follow the dictum of “telling China’s stories well” to shape domestic and
international opinion as per the Party’s diktats.

While such top-down measures might elicit non-compliance or criticism from a public
increasingly exposed to western ideas, the Party-state secures absolute acquiescence through
the promotion of a personality cult around the core leadership, whereby all his actions become a
rallying call for the masses.

The promotion of the Xi Jinping personality cult has become an intrinsic component of Chinese
nationalism, as with Mr. Xi’s ‘Two Centennial Goals’, the meticulously cultivated nostalgia of the
Chinese people for the fabled Middle Kingdom appears more tangible than ever.

Also read | The rise and rise of Xi Jinping

Though Mr. Xi’s personality cult has percolated into practically all aspects of Chinese society,
academic establishments have emerged as its primary targets. This follows his clarion call, back
in 2016, to turn China’s universities into “strongholds of Party Leadership”. Today, several elite
institutions in China have either established research centres or introduced mandatory courses
in ‘Xi Jinping Thought’. Interestingly, even the Ministry of Foreign Affairs recently inaugurated a
‘Xi Jinping Thought’ study centre to guide the “theoretical construction” of China’s foreign policy.

The Xi Jinping cult of personality is set to gain further momentum after the recently concluded
fifth plenum of the Party which approved a plan for China to become a global leader in
technology by 2035. With this 15-year plan, Mr. Xi has further declared his intentions to remain
at the helm of China’s affairs long after his due retirement date as General Secretary of the
Party in 2022.

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/nicks-to-the-chinese-strongmans-image/article32623649.ece
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While the decks of China’s politics will only become clear with the 20th Party Congress, the
international community is poised to face an increasingly aggressive Chinese nationalism as Mr.
Xi continues with his march to further entrench the Chinese Communist Party’s within Chinese
society, and establish a personal legacy that surpasses all those of his predecessors.

Shikha Aggarwal is a Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Taiwan Fellow at the National Chengchi
University
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RECALIBRATING INDIA-NEPAL TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla. File photo   | Photo Credit: PTI

When Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla arrived in Kathmandu on November 26 and
spoke in fluent Nepali to the media, there was some hope that the visit would go beyond the
traditional exchange of pleasantries. When he departed, the hope was that his visit would be the
beginning of a continued dialogue between the two countries that have had a strained
relationship since the imposition of a five-month-long blockade in 2015 in Nepal just as the
country was recovering from a devastating earthquake.

In the past five years, the only glimmer of hope to work on the relationship was the constitution
of an Eminent Persons Group. The Group was disbanded after submitting its report, the
outcome of which is still not known. Nepal thought that the Eminent Persons Group would be the
foundation for reworking the relationship between the two countries, but for India, as a former
diplomat put it, it was just one of the hundreds of initiatives or administrative mechanisms. The
Foreign Secretary did not touch upon the issue of the Eminent Persons Group in his latest
address. His speech was not different from speeches made in the past, and the joint statement
from both the governments was a usual nicety.

The Nepal-India relationship has never been free of controversy as the perspectives of both
sides are yet to change. Many in Nepal continue to equate being anti-India with being
nationalistic. Politicians and political parties whip up such sentiment and compete with each
other on who can be more extreme, especially before an election. Prime Minister K.P. Oli won
the 2017 election partly because he projected himself as someone who stood up to India during
the blockade. He again whipped up nationalistic sentiments when he got the Nepal map
amended to add new territory. This was a good way to deflect attention from the poor
management of the COVID-19 pandemic by his government. His government’s excuse was that
after India released its new map in November 2019, Nepal wanted to discuss the map with India
but the latter did not provide any time for a discussion.

India continues to think that by providing largesse to Nepal in the form of aid and development
projects, it can win Nepali hearts. But despite pouring billions of rupees into Nepal over decades,
it has still not been able to do so. Therefore, it needs to reflect on what it is not doing right. Two
issues are important to understand here. First, all aid to Nepal from countries other than India
and China go through the Plans of the Government of Nepal. Indian aid is seen in Nepal as a
favour bestowed on a constituency it wants to garner support from rather than a contribution to
Nepal’s planned development. Second, India competes with China in providing aid outside
government budgets. And China picks up projects of visibility and strategic location. Chinese
involvement in Nepal has increased since the April 2015 earthquake and Nepal is surely an area
of strategic influence in China’s Belt and Road Initiative.

The Foreign Secretary raised the issue of people-to-people exchanges between the countries, a
welcome development. In the past two decades, two significant changes have happened in this
area. First, Indian workers in Nepal constitute a big part of the workforce and send about $3
billion to India every year. In terms of remittances to India, Nepal ranks eighth. So, the
Government of India needs to keep in mind that many households in India are being run with
remittances from Nepal. Second, Nepalis have migrated in the past 20 years to more than a
hundred countries; India is not the only country that Nepalis rely on for jobs or education. This is
a new Nepal comprising young people with global aspirations. Nearly three-fourths of the

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/PTI/
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population of Nepal is under 35 years of age. India needs to engage beyond its current
constituency, the minuscule proportion of the population who are above 65. Meanwhile, Nepal
needs to plan how it engages with the youth in mainland India for whom Nepal is just like
Bangladesh or Myanmar, areas they study about in geography in school but know little about.

There are some fundamentals that we simply cannot forget: geography will not change, the
border will remain open as millions of livelihoods on both sides depend on it, and China is going
to be a big global player with varied interests in the neighbourhood. Therefore, the India-Nepal
relationship has to be recalibrated. The hope is that the Nepali-speaking Foreign Secretary who
has Sikkimese ancestry will be able to rethink the dynamics of the relationship as he reflects on
his visit to Nepal.

Sujeev Shakya is the author of ‘Unleashing the Vajra: Nepal’s Journey Between India and
China’ and ‘Unleashing Nepal’
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VICE PRESIDENT EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT
STATES THAT LEVERAGE TERRORISM AS AN
INSTRUMENT OF STATE POLICY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: SCO and India

The Vice President of India, Shri M Venkaiah Naidu today expressed his concern about States
that leverage terrorism as an instrument of State policy and called upon Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Member States to enforce internationally recognized legal statutes to
comprehensively eradicate safe havens, infrastructure and financial networks supporting
terrorism.

Virtually addressing the 19th session of the SCO Council of Heads of Government, hosted by
India, the Vice President said India condemns terrorism in all its manifestations. “We remain
concerned about threats emerging from ungoverned spaces and are particularly concerned
about States that leverage terrorism as an instrument of state policy.  Such an approach is
entirely against the spirit and ideals and the Charter of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization”,
he pointed out.

Stressing that peace was an essential prerequisite for progress, Shri Naidu told the dignitaries
participating in the meeting that the most important challenge faced by the region was terrorism,
particularly cross-border terrorism. “Terrorism is truly the enemy of humanity. It is a scourge we
need to collectively combat”, he added.

He said “elimination of this threat will help us realize our shared potential and create conditions
for stable and secure economic growth and sustainable development”.

Observing that the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic has slowed down the economic trajectory
of all Member States, Shri Naidu said India has fought it bravely and has shown remarkable
resilience in fighting the virus as well as in ensuring economic stability. He said that a people-
empowered and people-driven approach has enabled India to keep its COVID-19 death rate at
one of the lowest levels in the world.

Stating that more than 60 percent of the vaccines for global immunization programs are being
manufactured in India, he said “Thanks to its world-class pharmaceutical industry, India has
demonstrated itself as a ‘pharmacy to the world’ during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.”

The Vice President informed the dignitaries that when the whole country was under lock-down,
India supplied medicines and equipment to more than 150 countries, including to the Member
States of the SCO.

While expressing India’s readiness to share its experience with the SCO Member States in the
fight against the pandemic, Shri Naidu said the sociopolitical impact of COVID-19 has exposed
the weakness of global institutions.

Emphasizing that this was the time to bring in much-needed reforms to our global institutions,
including WHO, and rework our development strategies to face a post-COVID-19 world, the Vice
President said: “ For this, we need a Reformed Multilateralism that reflects today's realities,
gives voice to all stakeholders, addresses contemporary challenges and puts human beings at
the center of our thought and policies”.
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He said India was emerging as an economic force at the global level and the country’s GDP was
expected to reach $ 5 trillion by 2025. To ensure stable economic growth, he said India has
launched a new economic strategy: Atmanirbhar Bharat or Self-reliant India. “It prioritizes
building the national economic strength, resilience and enhanced capacities to be a trusted
partner and a responsible global player”, he added.

Underscoring the importance of collective efforts to overcome the ongoing crisis which has
exposed the world to vulnerabilities, the Vice President said “Our hope is pinned on trade and
investment as an engine of reviving growth and driver of economic recovery.  For trade to play
its part in the recovery process, all the partners must be trustworthy and transparent”, he pointed
out and added and that nations must demonstrate their compliance with multilateral rules of
trade.

He also congratulated SCO Trade Ministers for approving the Action Plan for the implementation
of the Program of Multilateral Trade and Economic Cooperation for the period 2021-2025.

The Vice President asserted that India was committed to taking its cooperation within SCO to
new heights by playing a proactive, positive and constructive role in the organization.

He said that India has proposed to create a Special Working Group on Startups and Innovation.
It will lay the foundation for multilateral cooperation among the SCO Member States to develop
and hone their startup ecosystems through knowledge-sharing workshops, training young
entrepreneurs, enabling access to investors, and exchanging best practices. He said that since
the launch of Startup India initiative, India has more than 38,000 recognized startups across 590
districts that have created nearly 400,000 jobs.

India offers to annually host the Special Working Group on Startups and Innovation and also the
SCO Startup Forum, he added.

Referring to India’s second proposal to create an Expert Group on Traditional Medicine, he
referred to the limitations of modern medical system, which is under tremendous pressure due to
the unprecedented global spread of COVID-19 pandemic. “In such a scenario, traditional
medicine systems have played an important supporting role in providing effective and low cost
alternative to save the lives of millions in the region”, he pointed out.

The Vice President said the creation of an Expert Working Group in Traditional Medicine would
effectively help to synergize our efforts in creating a holistic approach to health-care in the
Eurasian region.

Observing that Ayurveda and Yoga were playing a crucial role in improving the quality of life of
people,  he said that India’s Ministry of AYUSH was ready to annually host the Expert Working
Group on Traditional Medicine in India under the mechanism of SCO Health Ministers Meeting.

Touching upon the importance of the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector in
the economic growth of all countries, Shri Naidu said that India, on its part, was ready to share
its best practices in this sector. MSMEs not only play a crucial role in providing large scale
employment opportunities, but also help in industrialization of rural and backward areas,
thereby, reducing regional imbalances, and assuring a more equitable distribution of national
income and wealth, Shri Naidu stressed.

He said India’s National Chapter in the SCO Business Council Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce & Industry (FICCI) has proposed to organize an annual SCO MSME Bazaar and to
establish a digital SCO MSME Center.
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India’s Minister of External Affairs, Dr S. Jaishankar, Secretary to the Vice President of India,
Shri I.V. Subbarao, Secretary (West) at India’s Ministry of External Affairs, Shri Vikas Swarup
and other senior officials from MEA participated in the event. From other countries, H.E Mr.
Askar Mamin, Prime Minister of Kazakhstan, H.E. Li Keqiang, Premier of the State Council of
the People’s Republic of China, H.E. Artem Eduardovich Novikov, Acting Prime Minister of the
Kyrgyz Republic, H.E. Andleeb Abbas, Federal Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs,
Pakistan, H.E. Mikhail Mishustin, Prime Minister of the Russian Federation, H.E. Mr. Qohir
Rasulzoda, Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan, H.E. Abdulla Nigmatovich Aripov, Prime
Minister of Uzbekistan, H.E. Amrullah Saleh, 1 st Vice President of Afghanistan, H.E.
Golovchenko Roman, Prime Minister of the Republic of Belarus, H.E. Eshaq Jahangiri, First Vice
President of Iran, H.E. SODBAATAR Yangug (Sc. Dr) Deputy Prime Minister of Mongolia, H.E.
Mr. Rashid Meredov,  Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Turkmenistan, SCO Secretary-General- H.E. Mr. Vladimir Norov, Director of the Executive
Committee of the SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) - H.E. Mr. Jumakhon Giyosov,
Chairman of the SCO Business Council - Mr. Sergey Katyrin, Chairman SCO Interbank
Association- Mr. Igor Shuvalov were among the dignitaries who attended the virtual summit.

Following is the full text of the Vice President’s opening address –

“Namaskar!

Dobree Den !   (Good day!) 

Dama ee gaspada (Ladies and gentlemen),

Darageey druzeyaa(Dear friends)

Yaa raad vaas veedit ! (I am glad to see you)!

Excellencies,

It gives me an immense pleasure to welcome you all to the 19th Council of Heads of
Government Summit.

I extend a warm welcome to Honourable Prime Ministers of SCO Member States and
Honourable Ministers/representatives of Observer States, and our Special guest from
Turkmenistan. I would also like to welcome SCO Secretary General, the Executive Director of
SCO RATS, Chairman of the SCO Business Council, and Chairman of the SCO Interbank
Association.

Excellencies,

We were very much looking forward to welcoming you in India and to meet you in person this
year. Unfortunately, the continuing impact of COVID-19 pandemic did not allow for such a
meeting. I do hope that we can host you sometime in future.

Excellencies,

India and the SCO region share ancient historical, cultural and civilizational linkages. We share
a common geographical space, which has facilitated continuous exchange through the millennia
of people, ideas and goods in both directions and left indelible imprints on our customs,
traditions and languages. In fact, barring the last few centuries, relations between India and
SCO region have flourished uninterrupted for thousands of years.
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Excellencies,

India today is an emerging economic force at the global level. In 2019 Indian economy has
reached around 2.8 trillion dollars.  In PPP terms we are the third largest economy in the world.
By 2025, India’s GDP is expected to reach $5 trillion and it will be the youngest nation with
average age of 29 yrs. With more than 1 billion mobile subscribers and over 600 million internet
users, India has the potential to emerge as one of the largest digital ecosystems in the world.

However, the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic has slowed down the economic trajectory of all
Member States. India has bravely fought the global pandemic and has shown remarkable
resilience in fighting the virus as well as in ensuring economic stability.

Thanks to a people-empowered and people-driven approach, India has kept its COVID-19 death
rate at one of the lowest levels in the world. India has one of the highest recovery rate of over
93%.  India’s outstanding efforts in managing COVID-19 crisis has found global recognition,
including from the WHO.

India has also been at the forefront of producing quality medicines and vaccines at low cost.
More than 60 percent of the vaccines for global immunization programs are being manufactured
in India and this global vaccine production and delivery capacity will be used to help all countries
in fighting this crisis. More than 30 indigenous vaccines are currently being developed in our
country, three of them are in an advanced stage. Thanks to its world-class pharmaceutical
industry, India has demonstrated itself as a ‘pharmacy to the world’ during the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.

Excellencies, even when the whole country was under lock-down, we have supplied medicines
and equipment to more than 150 countries, including to the Member States of the SCO. We are
ready to share our experience with you in the fight against this common menace.

However, the sociopolitical impact of COVID-19 has been more acute and has exposed the
weakness of global institutions. This is the time to bring in much needed reforms to our global
institutions, including WHO, and rework our development strategies to face a post-COVID-19
world. For this, we need a Reformed Multilateralism that reflects today's realities, gives voice
to all stakeholders, addresses contemporary challenges and puts human beings at the center of
our thought and policies.

To ensure stable economic growth, we have launched a new economic strategy: Atmanirbhar
Bharat or Self-reliant India. It prioritizes building the national economic strength, resilience and
enhanced capacities to be a trusted partner and a responsible global player. It recognizes the
importance of reciprocity, transparency and fairness in the context of trade. It is gratifying that
the Indian economy is steadily moving on the path of recovery.

Excellencies,

While undertaking individual efforts, we must underscore the importance of collective efforts to
overcome this situation. The ongoing crisis has exposed the world to vulnerabilities, forcing us to
explore ways to support each other. Our hope is pinned on trade and investment as an engine of
reviving growth and driver of economic recovery.  For trade to play its part in the recovery
process, all the partners must be trustworthy and transparent. It is trust and transparency that
determine the sustainability of global trade and nations must demonstrate their compliance with
multilateral rules of trade to remain a part of this system.

However, economic growth and trade can only operate in an environment of peace and security.



Page 17

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Peace is the essential prerequisite for progress. The most important challenge faced by us in the
region is terrorism, particularly cross-border terrorism. Terrorism is truly the enemy of humanity.
It is a scourge we need to collectively combat.

India condemns terrorism in all its manifestations. We remain concerned about threats emerging
from ungoverned spaces and are particularly concerned about States that leverage terrorism as
an instrument of state policy.  Such an approach is entirely against the spirit and ideals and the
Charter of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

Elimination of this threat will help us realize our shared potential and create conditions for stable
and secure economic growth and sustainable development. 

We consider the SCO as an important regional group to promote cooperation in various fields
based on universally recognized international norms, good governance, rule of law, openness,
transparency and equality. It is unfortunate to note that there have been attempts to deliberately
bring bilateral issues into SCO and blatantly violate the well-established principles and norms of
SCO Charter safeguarding the sovereignty and territorial integrity of SCO Member States. Such
acts are counterproductive to the spirit of consensus and cooperation that define the SCO as an
organization.

Dear colleagues

India is committed to take our cooperation within SCO to new heights by playing a proactive,
positive and constructive role in the organization.

During our Chairmanship in this year, we have proposed to create a Special Working Group
on Startups and Innovation. As you are aware, India has the 3rd largest startup ecosystem in
the world and has created a robust and dynamic environment for startups and innovators to
thrive. Since the launch of Startup India initiative, India has more than 38,000 recognized
startups across 590 districts that have created nearly 400,000 jobs.

India offers to annually host the Special Working Group on Startups and Innovation and also the
SCO Startup Forum.

Excellencies,

Our second proposal is to create an Expert Group on Traditional Medicine under the annual
SCO Health Ministers meeting. We have witnessed the limitations of modern medical system,
which is under tremendous pressure due to the unprecedented global spread of COVID-19
pandemic. In such a scenario, traditional medicine systems have played an important supporting
role in providing effective and low cost alternative to save the lives of millions in the region.

India’s Ministry of AYUSH is ready toannually host the Expert Working Group on Traditional
Medicine in India under the mechanism of SCO Health Ministers Meeting. We look forward to
cooperating with all SCO Member States in this field.

Excellencies,

In the past five decades, the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector has emerged
as a vibrant and dynamic sector, in the economic growth of all countries.  MSMEs not only play
a crucial role in providing large scale employment opportunities, but also help in industrialization
of rural and backward areas, thereby, reducing regional imbalances, and assuring a more
equitable distribution of national income and wealth.
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India, on its part, is ready to share its best practices in this sector.  On 23 November, we have
hosted the SCO Business Conclave in B2B format with special emphasis on MSMEs to
achieve these objectives. Our National Chapter in the SCO Business Council Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI)has proposed to organize an annual SCO
MSME Bazaar and to establish a digital SCO MSME Center.

I also congratulate SCO Member States for participating in the first ever Consortium of SCO
Economic Think Tanks hosted by India. The Delhi Action Plan developed by the Consortium
provides an excellent road-map for future economic cooperation. 

I am also happy to note that the National Service Scheme (NSS) from India has formally
joined the SCO Youth Council. Their exemplary work in nation-building through our youth, will
bring a new vibrancy to our engagement with SCO.

Dear colleagues,

Science has remained central to the progress of mankind. Every generation faces unique
challenges, and it is through scientific breakthroughs in the past that we have been able to
overcome these challenges.

I believe that we should nurture and encourage our young scientists to come up with imaginative
solutions to the problems of livelihood and sustainable growth.

I congratulate the Member States for successfully participating in the first-ever SCOYoung
Scientists Conclave, which was hosted by India in this month.  In order to continue our
collaboration in this field, Indian side would like to host this forum on a biannual basis.

The strength of our ties is based on our strong cultural and historical roots. Our way of life was
shaped by goods and ideas that crisscrossed our nations.

The trade routes of the past were also the path that carried Buddha’s eternal message of peace
and coexistence of all countries in our region. To celebrate our civilizational linkages and our
shared cultural heritage, we are today inaugurating the Exhibition on Shared Buddhist
Heritage of SCO Member States in virtual format, hosted by the National Museum of India.

I hope you will agree that deeper knowledge about our culture and diversity will be useful to
better understand each other. With this in mind, 10 Books of regional Indian literature were
translated into Russian and Chinese to encourage a wider interest in India’s rich literary
traditions.

As a part of the activities to commemorate the 20th anniversary of SCO in 2021 India would also
be hosting a SCO Food Festival in Delhi. I would like to extend invitations to all Member States
to participate in this event.

Excellencies,

Through India’s initiatives during our chairmanship of the SCO Council of Heads of Government
in 2020, we have aspired to cooperate and contribute substantively to the trade, economic and
cultural agenda of the SCO.

Our mantra is simple:Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas. India is committed to constructive participation
in the SCO growth story.
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In fact, Indian tradition views the whole world as a single united family and considers its welfare
of utmost importance. Incidentally, we, in India, are celebrating today the 551stbirth anniversary
of Guru Nanak, one of India’s greatest saint philosophers who gave the world a timeless
message of peace, charity, co-operation and mutual respect. These are the quintessential Indian
values that also underpin SCO’s vision of peace and progress.

I would also like to extend my warm felicitation to Kazakhstan which will now take over the
Chairmanship of the SCO Council of Heads of Government in 2021. We assure the new Chair of
our total support.

Thank you for your attention!

Spasiba! (Thank you!)”

*****

MS/DP

The Vice President of India, Shri M Venkaiah Naidu today expressed his concern about States
that leverage terrorism as an instrument of State policy and called upon Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Member States to enforce internationally recognized legal statutes to
comprehensively eradicate safe havens, infrastructure and financial networks supporting
terrorism.

Virtually addressing the 19th session of the SCO Council of Heads of Government, hosted by
India, the Vice President said India condemns terrorism in all its manifestations. “We remain
concerned about threats emerging from ungoverned spaces and are particularly concerned
about States that leverage terrorism as an instrument of state policy.  Such an approach is
entirely against the spirit and ideals and the Charter of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization”,
he pointed out.

Stressing that peace was an essential prerequisite for progress, Shri Naidu told the dignitaries
participating in the meeting that the most important challenge faced by the region was terrorism,
particularly cross-border terrorism. “Terrorism is truly the enemy of humanity. It is a scourge we
need to collectively combat”, he added.

He said “elimination of this threat will help us realize our shared potential and create conditions
for stable and secure economic growth and sustainable development”.

Observing that the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic has slowed down the economic trajectory
of all Member States, Shri Naidu said India has fought it bravely and has shown remarkable
resilience in fighting the virus as well as in ensuring economic stability. He said that a people-
empowered and people-driven approach has enabled India to keep its COVID-19 death rate at
one of the lowest levels in the world.

Stating that more than 60 percent of the vaccines for global immunization programs are being
manufactured in India, he said “Thanks to its world-class pharmaceutical industry, India has
demonstrated itself as a ‘pharmacy to the world’ during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.”

The Vice President informed the dignitaries that when the whole country was under lock-down,
India supplied medicines and equipment to more than 150 countries, including to the Member
States of the SCO.
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While expressing India’s readiness to share its experience with the SCO Member States in the
fight against the pandemic, Shri Naidu said the sociopolitical impact of COVID-19 has exposed
the weakness of global institutions.

Emphasizing that this was the time to bring in much-needed reforms to our global institutions,
including WHO, and rework our development strategies to face a post-COVID-19 world, the Vice
President said: “ For this, we need a Reformed Multilateralism that reflects today's realities,
gives voice to all stakeholders, addresses contemporary challenges and puts human beings at
the center of our thought and policies”.

He said India was emerging as an economic force at the global level and the country’s GDP was
expected to reach $ 5 trillion by 2025. To ensure stable economic growth, he said India has
launched a new economic strategy: Atmanirbhar Bharat or Self-reliant India. “It prioritizes
building the national economic strength, resilience and enhanced capacities to be a trusted
partner and a responsible global player”, he added.

Underscoring the importance of collective efforts to overcome the ongoing crisis which has
exposed the world to vulnerabilities, the Vice President said “Our hope is pinned on trade and
investment as an engine of reviving growth and driver of economic recovery.  For trade to play
its part in the recovery process, all the partners must be trustworthy and transparent”, he pointed
out and added and that nations must demonstrate their compliance with multilateral rules of
trade.

He also congratulated SCO Trade Ministers for approving the Action Plan for the implementation
of the Program of Multilateral Trade and Economic Cooperation for the period 2021-2025.

The Vice President asserted that India was committed to taking its cooperation within SCO to
new heights by playing a proactive, positive and constructive role in the organization.

He said that India has proposed to create a Special Working Group on Startups and Innovation.
It will lay the foundation for multilateral cooperation among the SCO Member States to develop
and hone their startup ecosystems through knowledge-sharing workshops, training young
entrepreneurs, enabling access to investors, and exchanging best practices. He said that since
the launch of Startup India initiative, India has more than 38,000 recognized startups across 590
districts that have created nearly 400,000 jobs.

India offers to annually host the Special Working Group on Startups and Innovation and also the
SCO Startup Forum, he added.

Referring to India’s second proposal to create an Expert Group on Traditional Medicine, he
referred to the limitations of modern medical system, which is under tremendous pressure due to
the unprecedented global spread of COVID-19 pandemic. “In such a scenario, traditional
medicine systems have played an important supporting role in providing effective and low cost
alternative to save the lives of millions in the region”, he pointed out.

The Vice President said the creation of an Expert Working Group in Traditional Medicine would
effectively help to synergize our efforts in creating a holistic approach to health-care in the
Eurasian region.

Observing that Ayurveda and Yoga were playing a crucial role in improving the quality of life of
people,  he said that India’s Ministry of AYUSH was ready to annually host the Expert Working
Group on Traditional Medicine in India under the mechanism of SCO Health Ministers Meeting.



Page 21

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Touching upon the importance of the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector in
the economic growth of all countries, Shri Naidu said that India, on its part, was ready to share
its best practices in this sector. MSMEs not only play a crucial role in providing large scale
employment opportunities, but also help in industrialization of rural and backward areas,
thereby, reducing regional imbalances, and assuring a more equitable distribution of national
income and wealth, Shri Naidu stressed.

He said India’s National Chapter in the SCO Business Council Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce & Industry (FICCI) has proposed to organize an annual SCO MSME Bazaar and to
establish a digital SCO MSME Center.

India’s Minister of External Affairs, Dr S. Jaishankar, Secretary to the Vice President of India,
Shri I.V. Subbarao, Secretary (West) at India’s Ministry of External Affairs, Shri Vikas Swarup
and other senior officials from MEA participated in the event. From other countries, H.E Mr.
Askar Mamin, Prime Minister of Kazakhstan, H.E. Li Keqiang, Premier of the State Council of
the People’s Republic of China, H.E. Artem Eduardovich Novikov, Acting Prime Minister of the
Kyrgyz Republic, H.E. Andleeb Abbas, Federal Parliamentary Secretary for Foreign Affairs,
Pakistan, H.E. Mikhail Mishustin, Prime Minister of the Russian Federation, H.E. Mr. Qohir
Rasulzoda, Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan, H.E. Abdulla Nigmatovich Aripov, Prime
Minister of Uzbekistan, H.E. Amrullah Saleh, 1 st Vice President of Afghanistan, H.E.
Golovchenko Roman, Prime Minister of the Republic of Belarus, H.E. Eshaq Jahangiri, First Vice
President of Iran, H.E. SODBAATAR Yangug (Sc. Dr) Deputy Prime Minister of Mongolia, H.E.
Mr. Rashid Meredov,  Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Turkmenistan, SCO Secretary-General- H.E. Mr. Vladimir Norov, Director of the Executive
Committee of the SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) - H.E. Mr. Jumakhon Giyosov,
Chairman of the SCO Business Council - Mr. Sergey Katyrin, Chairman SCO Interbank
Association- Mr. Igor Shuvalov were among the dignitaries who attended the virtual summit.

Following is the full text of the Vice President’s opening address –

“Namaskar!

Dobree Den !   (Good day!) 

Dama ee gaspada (Ladies and gentlemen),

Darageey druzeyaa(Dear friends)

Yaa raad vaas veedit ! (I am glad to see you)!

Excellencies,

It gives me an immense pleasure to welcome you all to the 19th Council of Heads of
Government Summit.

I extend a warm welcome to Honourable Prime Ministers of SCO Member States and
Honourable Ministers/representatives of Observer States, and our Special guest from
Turkmenistan. I would also like to welcome SCO Secretary General, the Executive Director of
SCO RATS, Chairman of the SCO Business Council, and Chairman of the SCO Interbank
Association.

Excellencies,
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We were very much looking forward to welcoming you in India and to meet you in person this
year. Unfortunately, the continuing impact of COVID-19 pandemic did not allow for such a
meeting. I do hope that we can host you sometime in future.

Excellencies,

India and the SCO region share ancient historical, cultural and civilizational linkages. We share
a common geographical space, which has facilitated continuous exchange through the millennia
of people, ideas and goods in both directions and left indelible imprints on our customs,
traditions and languages. In fact, barring the last few centuries, relations between India and
SCO region have flourished uninterrupted for thousands of years.

Excellencies,

India today is an emerging economic force at the global level. In 2019 Indian economy has
reached around 2.8 trillion dollars.  In PPP terms we are the third largest economy in the world.
By 2025, India’s GDP is expected to reach $5 trillion and it will be the youngest nation with
average age of 29 yrs. With more than 1 billion mobile subscribers and over 600 million internet
users, India has the potential to emerge as one of the largest digital ecosystems in the world.

However, the unprecedented Covid-19 pandemic has slowed down the economic trajectory of all
Member States. India has bravely fought the global pandemic and has shown remarkable
resilience in fighting the virus as well as in ensuring economic stability.

Thanks to a people-empowered and people-driven approach, India has kept its COVID-19 death
rate at one of the lowest levels in the world. India has one of the highest recovery rate of over
93%.  India’s outstanding efforts in managing COVID-19 crisis has found global recognition,
including from the WHO.

India has also been at the forefront of producing quality medicines and vaccines at low cost.
More than 60 percent of the vaccines for global immunization programs are being manufactured
in India and this global vaccine production and delivery capacity will be used to help all countries
in fighting this crisis. More than 30 indigenous vaccines are currently being developed in our
country, three of them are in an advanced stage. Thanks to its world-class pharmaceutical
industry, India has demonstrated itself as a ‘pharmacy to the world’ during the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.

Excellencies, even when the whole country was under lock-down, we have supplied medicines
and equipment to more than 150 countries, including to the Member States of the SCO. We are
ready to share our experience with you in the fight against this common menace.

However, the sociopolitical impact of COVID-19 has been more acute and has exposed the
weakness of global institutions. This is the time to bring in much needed reforms to our global
institutions, including WHO, and rework our development strategies to face a post-COVID-19
world. For this, we need a Reformed Multilateralism that reflects today's realities, gives voice
to all stakeholders, addresses contemporary challenges and puts human beings at the center of
our thought and policies.

To ensure stable economic growth, we have launched a new economic strategy: Atmanirbhar
Bharat or Self-reliant India. It prioritizes building the national economic strength, resilience and
enhanced capacities to be a trusted partner and a responsible global player. It recognizes the
importance of reciprocity, transparency and fairness in the context of trade. It is gratifying that
the Indian economy is steadily moving on the path of recovery.
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Excellencies,

While undertaking individual efforts, we must underscore the importance of collective efforts to
overcome this situation. The ongoing crisis has exposed the world to vulnerabilities, forcing us to
explore ways to support each other. Our hope is pinned on trade and investment as an engine of
reviving growth and driver of economic recovery.  For trade to play its part in the recovery
process, all the partners must be trustworthy and transparent. It is trust and transparency that
determine the sustainability of global trade and nations must demonstrate their compliance with
multilateral rules of trade to remain a part of this system.

However, economic growth and trade can only operate in an environment of peace and security.

Peace is the essential prerequisite for progress. The most important challenge faced by us in the
region is terrorism, particularly cross-border terrorism. Terrorism is truly the enemy of humanity.
It is a scourge we need to collectively combat.

India condemns terrorism in all its manifestations. We remain concerned about threats emerging
from ungoverned spaces and are particularly concerned about States that leverage terrorism as
an instrument of state policy.  Such an approach is entirely against the spirit and ideals and the
Charter of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

Elimination of this threat will help us realize our shared potential and create conditions for stable
and secure economic growth and sustainable development. 

We consider the SCO as an important regional group to promote cooperation in various fields
based on universally recognized international norms, good governance, rule of law, openness,
transparency and equality. It is unfortunate to note that there have been attempts to deliberately
bring bilateral issues into SCO and blatantly violate the well-established principles and norms of
SCO Charter safeguarding the sovereignty and territorial integrity of SCO Member States. Such
acts are counterproductive to the spirit of consensus and cooperation that define the SCO as an
organization.

Dear colleagues

India is committed to take our cooperation within SCO to new heights by playing a proactive,
positive and constructive role in the organization.

During our Chairmanship in this year, we have proposed to create a Special Working Group
on Startups and Innovation. As you are aware, India has the 3rd largest startup ecosystem in
the world and has created a robust and dynamic environment for startups and innovators to
thrive. Since the launch of Startup India initiative, India has more than 38,000 recognized
startups across 590 districts that have created nearly 400,000 jobs.

India offers to annually host the Special Working Group on Startups and Innovation and also the
SCO Startup Forum.

Excellencies,

Our second proposal is to create an Expert Group on Traditional Medicine under the annual
SCO Health Ministers meeting. We have witnessed the limitations of modern medical system,
which is under tremendous pressure due to the unprecedented global spread of COVID-19
pandemic. In such a scenario, traditional medicine systems have played an important supporting
role in providing effective and low cost alternative to save the lives of millions in the region.
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India’s Ministry of AYUSH is ready toannually host the Expert Working Group on Traditional
Medicine in India under the mechanism of SCO Health Ministers Meeting. We look forward to
cooperating with all SCO Member States in this field.

Excellencies,

In the past five decades, the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector has emerged
as a vibrant and dynamic sector, in the economic growth of all countries.  MSMEs not only play
a crucial role in providing large scale employment opportunities, but also help in industrialization
of rural and backward areas, thereby, reducing regional imbalances, and assuring a more
equitable distribution of national income and wealth.

India, on its part, is ready to share its best practices in this sector.  On 23 November, we have
hosted the SCO Business Conclave in B2B format with special emphasis on MSMEs to
achieve these objectives. Our National Chapter in the SCO Business Council Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce & Industry (FICCI)has proposed to organize an annual SCO
MSME Bazaar and to establish a digital SCO MSME Center.

I also congratulate SCO Member States for participating in the first ever Consortium of SCO
Economic Think Tanks hosted by India. The Delhi Action Plan developed by the Consortium
provides an excellent road-map for future economic cooperation. 

I am also happy to note that the National Service Scheme (NSS) from India has formally
joined the SCO Youth Council. Their exemplary work in nation-building through our youth, will
bring a new vibrancy to our engagement with SCO.

Dear colleagues,

Science has remained central to the progress of mankind. Every generation faces unique
challenges, and it is through scientific breakthroughs in the past that we have been able to
overcome these challenges.

I believe that we should nurture and encourage our young scientists to come up with imaginative
solutions to the problems of livelihood and sustainable growth.

I congratulate the Member States for successfully participating in the first-ever SCOYoung
Scientists Conclave, which was hosted by India in this month.  In order to continue our
collaboration in this field, Indian side would like to host this forum on a biannual basis.

The strength of our ties is based on our strong cultural and historical roots. Our way of life was
shaped by goods and ideas that crisscrossed our nations.

The trade routes of the past were also the path that carried Buddha’s eternal message of peace
and coexistence of all countries in our region. To celebrate our civilizational linkages and our
shared cultural heritage, we are today inaugurating the Exhibition on Shared Buddhist
Heritage of SCO Member States in virtual format, hosted by the National Museum of India.

I hope you will agree that deeper knowledge about our culture and diversity will be useful to
better understand each other. With this in mind, 10 Books of regional Indian literature were
translated into Russian and Chinese to encourage a wider interest in India’s rich literary
traditions.

As a part of the activities to commemorate the 20th anniversary of SCO in 2021 India would also
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be hosting a SCO Food Festival in Delhi. I would like to extend invitations to all Member States
to participate in this event.

Excellencies,

Through India’s initiatives during our chairmanship of the SCO Council of Heads of Government
in 2020, we have aspired to cooperate and contribute substantively to the trade, economic and
cultural agenda of the SCO.

Our mantra is simple:Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas. India is committed to constructive participation
in the SCO growth story.

In fact, Indian tradition views the whole world as a single united family and considers its welfare
of utmost importance. Incidentally, we, in India, are celebrating today the 551stbirth anniversary
of Guru Nanak, one of India’s greatest saint philosophers who gave the world a timeless
message of peace, charity, co-operation and mutual respect. These are the quintessential Indian
values that also underpin SCO’s vision of peace and progress.

I would also like to extend my warm felicitation to Kazakhstan which will now take over the
Chairmanship of the SCO Council of Heads of Government in 2021. We assure the new Chair of
our total support.

Thank you for your attention!

Spasiba! (Thank you!)”

*****

MS/DP
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-12-04

‘CAREFULLY MONITORING’ BRAHMAPUTRA
DEVELOPMENTS: INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

A view of river Yarlung Zangbo, as the Brahmaputra is known in Tibet.  

India on Thursday said it “carefully monitors all developments on the Brahmaputra” river, even
as Beijing said it was its “legitimate right” to develop hydropower projects on the lower reaches
of the river.

A State-run Chinese hydropower firm, POWERCHINA, is planning to build the first downstream
dam on the Brahmaputra, known as the Yarlung Zangbo in Tibet.

Officials from the firm said last week that they were eyeing the enormous potential of the river’s
“Great Bend” just across the border from Arunachal Pradesh in Tibet’s Medog county, where the
river falls over a 2,000-metre drop before turning to flow into India. While China in 2015
operationalised its first hydropower project at Zangmu in Tibet and is constructing three other
dams at Dagu, Jiexu and Jiacha, these are run-of-the-river dams on the upper and middle
reaches. The proposed new dam is also likely to be a run-of-the-river hydropower project that
will not divert water, but will be the first on the lower reaches.

On Thursday, China’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying said “it is China’s legitimate
right to carry out hydropower station development in the lower reaches of the Yarlung Zangbo
river.”

“China has always held a responsible attitude towards the development and utilisation of cross-
border rivers and adopted the policy of simultaneously developing and protecting cross-border
rivers,” she said. “Any project we undertake will go through scientific planning and research and
we fully consider the impact on the downstream areas, taking into account the interests of both
the upstream and the downstream. At present, the development of a hydropower station at the
lower reaches of the Yarlung Zangbo river is still in the early planning and research stage, and
there is no need to interpret too much into it.”

It remains unclear whether technical feasibility studies will allow construction to go ahead, as
POWERCHINA is not the first company to propose a downstream dam and previous projects did
not take off.

Ms. Hua said China had “for a long time carried out good cooperation with India and Bangladesh
in flood reporting, flood control, disaster relief, and emergency management” and “will maintain
communication with India and Bangladesh through existing channels”.

Asked about China’s plans, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Anurag Srivastava said at his
weekly briefing that the “government carefully monitors all developments on the Brahmaputra
river.”

User rights

“As a lower riparian State with considerable established user rights to the waters of the trans-
border rivers, the government has consistently conveyed its views and concerns to the Chinese
authorities and has urged them to ensure that the interests of downstream States are not
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harmed by any activities in upstream areas,” he said. “The Chinese side has conveyed to us on
several occasions that they are only undertaking run-of-the-river hydropower projects which do
not involve diversion of the waters of the Brahmaputra. Various issues relating to trans-border
rivers are discussed with China under the ambit of an institutionalised Expert Level Mechanism
which was established in 2006, as well as through diplomatic channels. We intend to remain
engaged with China on the issue of trans-border rivers to safeguard our interests.”
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-12-04

DOES INDIA’S NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICY NEED
REWORKING?

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

Recent visits by Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla and National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval to countries in the region appear to show new energy in India’s neighbourhood policy.
Over the past few years, there have been many strains in ties with neighbours — for instance,
with Nepal over its Constitution in 2015 and now over the map, and with Bangladesh over the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA). Shyam Saran and Constantino Xavier discuss India’s
neighbourhood policy in a conversation moderated by Suhasini Haidar. Edited excerpts:

Shyam Saran: This new energy is welcome. However, it is extremely important that our
engagement with our neighbouring countries should not be episodic. It should not be event-
oriented; it should be process-oriented. And we should have a plan for continuous engagement
at various levels. Also, the present political dispensation’s domestic drivers have relegated
foreign policy objectives to the background, whether it is with respect to Bangladesh and the
CAA or, much more dramatically, with Pakistan. So, I hope that going forward, there will be an
awareness that there is a price to be paid if we try to always prioritise domestic factors over
foreign policy issues. And this is particularly important in terms of our neighbourhood policy.
India should fashion its diplomacy in a manner which does not give rise to feelings [amongst
smaller neighbours] of being slighted or marginalised.

Comment | Needed, a map for India’s foreign policy

Constantino Xavier: I would say that India’s neighbourhood policy has been a constant work in
progress. It is almost impossible for India to get all its ducks in a row in the neighbourhood at
one time as it’s a very complex region. It is one of the largest regions in the world by population.
It is one of the least integrated regions with tremendous deficits in terms of infrastructure,
connectivity, and interdependence. And it is a region that is now being exposed to various
geopolitical competition dynamics, with China making a grand entry and the U.S. developing
relations on its own with some of India’s neighbours. So, this is a difficult region, I think, as any
official who has dealt with the region recognises, and there will never be great solutions or great
setbacks. If the main objective of India’s neighbourhood policy is to connect and have closer
links with immediate neighbours, which has been stated by various Indian Prime Ministers over
the last 20 years, then I would risk saying that India is doing more than ever today on
connectivity and regional policies. The capacity of China to deliver on its commitments exposed
India’s deficit, and I would say that China has done India a great favour because it’s really
pushed India to do much more, to focus on its neighbourhood, which for a long time it took for
granted.

Shyam Saran: No, I think diplomacy is not a simple game of being either tough or generous. I
think it is a much more nuanced, complex exercise. I think the bottom line should be that if you
have determined what your key interests are, then it is better to make it known what the red lines
are.

Constantino Xavier: I’d say what is needed from India more than firmness is clarity. It is very
easy to accuse any of India’s neighbouring countries of being too close to China. But it’s very
difficult to set out the exact terms of what they should or shouldn’t do with China. I’m concerned
that sometimes [India uses] the security threat from China as an excuse to limit the capacity [of
neighbours] to deepen relations with China or to accept Chinese investment for their own
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infrastructure modernisation. Naturally all these countries in India’s neighbourhood will try to
balance. They will always be anxious about India, which is the de facto giant in this geography.
The only way to really solve all this is to focus on creating interdependence in this region that will
give India strategic leverage.

Comment | The shifting trajectory of India’s foreign policy

Constantino Xavier: No, we live in a region that has an open competitive market. That means
that all these countries in India’s neighbourhood that used to depend and rely much more on
India in the past are adopting a first come, first served policy. They have an open door policy
and they don’t care if it is Chinese ventilators or Indian ventilators that are reaching their capitals
first. Hence, if you look at the various connectivity initiatives that India has taken over the last
few years in the neighbourhood, in terms of energy, interdependence, infrastructural
connectivity, grants and loans, the numbers have been going up. And that is not just because
India’s feeling more generous towards its neighbours; it’s because India is facing competition
from China.

Comment | Interpreting the India-China conversations

Shyam Saran: If we try to match China dollar for dollar, road for road, or project for project, I
think we will constantly be trying to catch up. Connectivity is certainly a very important area.
Building connections with all our neighbours, whether it is through highways, railways, the
revival of riverine transportation or sub-regional energy grids, are things that we can do,
because what they do is they bring into play what is one of the greatest assets which we have
with respect to all our neighbours, and that is proximity. But this connectivity has to be linked
with the ‘software of connectivity’. There is no point in having a glass-topped highway connect if
trucks have to stop at the border for hours and hours. The procedures for allowing in cargo or
people are still archaic compared to, for example, what we find in Southeast Asia or Europe.
Also, we often speak about the importance of transit, for example, through Bangladesh to our
Northeast or through Pakistan to Central Asia, but what many people do not realise is that as far
as most of our neighbours are concerned, we are the most important transit country. Why can’t
we, for example, give ‘national treatment’’ to our neighbours with respect to the use of our
transportation network or ports, and exports and imports? We should aim to be the best possible
alternative in terms of the economic development of our neighbours. If we can do that, I think the
picture will dramatically change.

Comment | Contesting neighbours, revised geopolitical playbooks

Constantino Xavier: As far as I see, the [government’s] approach for coordination and
cooperation with other extraregional powers except China has been welcome. If you look at
Nepal [in the past], the British had their development cooperation programme, the Japanese had
theirs, the Americans had theirs, and India had its own. And often these countries were working
in parallel without coordinating, which only benefited China because it plays a divide and rule
approach and has been able to make the most of it. In the past few years, India has been much
more open to coordinating and aligning policies in South Asia. That has an advantage because it
increases synergies with the Japanese in Sri Lanka for infrastructure financing and with the U.S.
and India on political issues, for example. I’d say the bottom line is of working closer together
with like-minded partners that are fellow democracies, that think alike about developmental
priorities and also about economic connectivity with the rest of the world.

Also read | Government nod mandatory for FDI from neighbouring countries

Shyam Saran: I have a slightly different view. Since we are not in a position to really match the
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kind of resources that China is able to deploy in the neighbourhood, it does make sense for us to
join other partners which are currently benign partners, like the U.S. or Japan. But to give you
the example of the time that I was Ambassador in Nepal, we coordinated with other countries
under the clear understanding that India would be in the lead. So, in the current phase, my
sense is that perhaps that element is getting weakened. Perhaps the U.S. or Japan or others
may be pursuing projects or activities that are not necessarily aligned to India. This could be a
problem in the future. I hope that India’s objectives and interests remain the primary elements in
any initiative by other countries in the region.

Constantino Xavier: The format of SAARC is outdated and does not serve the complex, fluid
regional cooperation agenda any longer. I think India has taken a pragmatic policy. It is
unfortunate of course, but Pakistan has taken a very different approach to regional connectivity,
where it sees itself mostly as a hub between China and the Gulf or Central Asian regions, so
towards the west and the north, and India therefore had to respond and seek to gravitate more
towards the south, to the Indian Ocean region, and the east, across the Bay of Bengal with
Southeast Asia. Effectively, what we’ve been witnessing over the last four years is another
chapter in the split of the subcontinent between India and Pakistan that has manifested in the
stagnation of SAARC.

Comment | Reviving SAARC to deal with China

India has revived BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation) and worked in the BBIN (Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal) quadrilateral for a
framework on motor vehicle and water governance, which don’t hold India’s cooperation agenda
hostage to a consensus at SAARC, which will always depend on a Pakistani veto.

Shyam Saran: BBIN and BIMSTEC should be pursued for their own merits, but I do not see
them replacing SAARC. If we consider regional integration to cover the whole of South Asia,
even if we are having difficulties currently with Pakistan, even if Pakistan’s orientation is today
more towards China or towards its western flank, I think the overall objective and the idea of a
fully integrated South Asia is something we should always keep in front of us. Our other
neighbours, with perhaps the exception of Bhutan, are interested in SAARC. They see SAARC
as a worthwhile platform for regional cooperation. Now, if India is going to turn its back on
SAARC, if India walks out, for example, there could even be a possibility of China being
welcomed into SAARC. If that were to happen, our challenges would become even worse. So, I
think that even though SAARC at this point of time is not functioning as the best instrument for
promoting regional cooperation, there are various other reasons, particularly with respect to how
the political dynamics in this region are working out, to keep that vision alive. I would not be in a
hurry to abandon SAARC.

Constantino Xavier is a nonresident fellow in the India Project, and is currently a fellow at the
Centre for Social and Economic Progress; Shyam Saran is a former Foreign Secretary and is
currently Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy Research
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world that have a bearing on our health and wellbeing, our lives and livelihoods, during these
difficult times. To enable wide dissemination of news that is in public interest, we have increased
the number of articles that can be read free, and extended free trial periods. However, we have
a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,

Thank you!

Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2020-12-05

PASSAGE EXERCISE (PASSEX) BETWEEN RUSSIAN
FEDERATION NAVY AND INDIAN NAVY IN EASTERN
INDIAN OCEAN REGION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia

The Indian Navy (IN) is undertaking a Passage Exercise (PASSEX) with Russian Federation
Navy (RuFN) in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region (IOR) from 4 to 5 December 2020.  The
exercise involves participation of RuFN guided missile cruiser Varyag, large anti-submarine ship
AdmiralPanteleyev and medium ocean tanker Pechenga. INis being represented by
indigenously constructed guided missi le f r igate Shival ik  and ant i -submarine
corvetteKadmattalongwith integral helicopters. 

The exercise is aimed at enhancing interoperability, improving understanding and imbibing best
practices between both the friendly navies, and would involve advanced surface and anti-
submarine warfare exercises, weapon firings, seamanship exercises and helicopter operations.

PASSEXs are conducted regularly by IN with units of friendly foreign navies, whilst visiting each
other’s ports or during a rendezvous at sea. This exercise, being conducted in the Eastern
Indian Ocean Region, reflects the strong long-term strategic relationship between the two
countries and particularly, defence cooperation in the maritime domain.

This exercise is being conducted on the occasion of ‘Navy Day’ of the IN on 4th December,
which emphasizes the strong bonds of friendship shared between the two friendly militaries. This
PASSEX would be another step towards strengthening Indo-Russian defence relations. The two
navies have built a robust relationship through regular exercises such as INDRA Navy
conducted biennially, with the last edition held in the Northern Indian Ocean Region from 4 to 5
September 2020. 

 

______________________________________________________________     _____

ABBB/VM/MS          

The Indian Navy (IN) is undertaking a Passage Exercise (PASSEX) with Russian Federation
Navy (RuFN) in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region (IOR) from 4 to 5 December 2020.  The
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AdmiralPanteleyev and medium ocean tanker Pechenga. INis being represented by



Page 33

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

indigenously constructed guided missi le f r igate Shival ik  and ant i -submarine
corvetteKadmattalongwith integral helicopters. 

The exercise is aimed at enhancing interoperability, improving understanding and imbibing best
practices between both the friendly navies, and would involve advanced surface and anti-
submarine warfare exercises, weapon firings, seamanship exercises and helicopter operations.

PASSEXs are conducted regularly by IN with units of friendly foreign navies, whilst visiting each
other’s ports or during a rendezvous at sea. This exercise, being conducted in the Eastern
Indian Ocean Region, reflects the strong long-term strategic relationship between the two
countries and particularly, defence cooperation in the maritime domain.

This exercise is being conducted on the occasion of ‘Navy Day’ of the IN on 4th December,
which emphasizes the strong bonds of friendship shared between the two friendly militaries. This
PASSEX would be another step towards strengthening Indo-Russian defence relations. The two
navies have built a robust relationship through regular exercises such as INDRA Navy
conducted biennially, with the last edition held in the Northern Indian Ocean Region from 4 to 5
September 2020. 
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Source : www.hindustantimes.com Date : 2020-12-07

A BOOST FOR DEFENCE TIES IN WEST ASIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia
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Indian Army chief Gen MM Naravane’s groundbreaking visit to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) offers significant possibilities for elevating defence ties with two key West Asian
powers at a time when that region is witnessing rapid changes in its political and security
scenario. West Asia watchers cannot recall another visit to Riyadh by such a senior Indian
military official. Gen Naravane is set to hold talks with the military and civilian leadership of both
countries. This is the Army chief’s third consecutive foreign visit with diplomatic overtones,
following his trips to Myanmar and Nepal, the second of which helped smooth over rancour
caused by a border row.

India has good reasons for describing West Asia as part of its extended neighbourhood — the
region is home to nine million Indians, or 30% of the total expatriate workforce, whose annual
remittances amount to about $48 billion. This alone is a good reason to bolster security ties with
a country such as Saudi Arabia, home to three million Indians and one of the top two energy
sources for India. It is also significant the visit is taking place in the wake of the UAE normalising
ties with Israel and reports of back channel contacts between Riyadh and Tel Aviv, and there are
indications India will benefit from its proximity to both the Arab states and Israel.

Security ties between West Asian states and India have hitherto largely focused on intelligence-
sharing and counterterrorism and Gen Naravane’s visit could lead to greater military exchanges,
including joint exercises and defence cooperation, with a region that occupies a significant
space in India’s national security interests.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-12-08

INDIA ACCUSES CHINA OF HELPING REBEL GROUPS
ON MYANMAR BORDER

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Myanmar

Indian officials say China is assisting rebel groups that have stepped up attacks on its border
with Myanmar in recent months, opening another front in the conflict between two nations
already engaged in a deadly standoff in the Himalayas.

Armed groups in Myanmar -- including the United Wa State Army and the Arakan Army, which
was designated a terrorist organization this year -- are acting as Beijing’s proxies by supplying
weapons and providing hideouts to insurgent groups in India’s northeastern states, according to
Indian officials with knowledge of the situation, who asked not to be identified due to rules for
speaking with the media.

The officials said multiple security agencies warned Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government
that at least four of India’s most wanted insurgent leaders were in the southern Chinese city of
Kunming to train and source weapons as recently as mid-October. The group -- including three
ethnic Naga rebels fighting for a separate homeland in an area straddling the India-Myanmar
border -- met with acting and retired Chinese military officials as well as other middlemen who
make up an informal network, the Indian officials said.

The increased activity along the Myanmar border has sparked concern in New Delhi that India’s
military is becoming stretched as tensions remain with China and Pakistan on other parts of its
land border, which runs for roughly 14,000 kilometers (8,700 miles). The officials said India
moved several battalions consisting of about 1,000 troops each into the Myanmar border area
after a soldier was killed in an ambush on Oct. 21.

Chinese Denial

China’s Foreign Ministry denied claims the country was supporting armed groups against India,
saying it doesn’t interfere in the affairs of other countries. “China has always taken a prudent
and responsible attitude toward arms exports," the ministry said in written responses to
questions. “We only conduct military trade in cooperation with sovereign states and do not sell
arms to non-state actors."

The United Wa State Army also denied a role in providing any aid or support to Indian rebel
groups on China’s behalf, citing, among other factors, the over 500 miles between their
headquarters and the India-Myanmar border.

The group doesn’t “have any connection with India’s national security, and we do not harm that
country at all. So, we think we don’t need to comment on such kind of allegations," Nyi Rang,
the spokesman of United Wa State Army said, adding that accusation his group acts as a proxy
for China “are groundless."

Indian officials said the recent upsurge in violence stems back to September, when Naga
insurgents had walked away from decades-long peace negotiations. On September 28, Indian
border guards intercepted a large cache of weapons meant for Indian insurgent groups along
the India-Myanmar border and arrested three suspected gun runners, according to officials with
direct knowledge of the matter.

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/how-china-fear-hits-indian-traders-11607264530187.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/how-china-fear-hits-indian-traders-11607264530187.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/how-china-fear-hits-indian-traders-11607264530187.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-reminds-china-of-its-redlines-on-sovereignty-issues-11602772386794.html
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The New Delhi officials said those arrested explained that Indian insurgents were being supplied
weapons by the Arakan Army, which in turn received China’s support to protect investments
such as roads and gas pipelines in an economic corridor stretching from Sittwe port to Kunming.
China was also helping Indian rebels with weapons and logistics including hideouts along the
India-Myanmar border, the officials noted.

Calls and Whatsapp messages to India’s Ministry of Home Affairs requesting comment went
unanswered. Repeated efforts to contact senior members of the National Socialist Council of
Nagaland, whose leaders were believed to have been in Kunming, were unsuccessful.

Armed Militia

Several dozen armed militias are active in India’s northeast, fighting for independence or greater
autonomy. Asked by reporters on Nov. 6 whether China was using armed ethnic groups in
Myanmar to support Indian rebels, a senior Indian Home Ministry official declined to answer
directly. “Some of the insurgent groups are troublemakers, but we are negotiating peace with
others," Ajay Bhalla, the Home Ministry’s top bureaucrat, said at a webinar hosted by the
National Defence College.

Brig. General Zaw Min Tun, the spokesman for Myanmar Army’s, didn’t respond to emailed
questions. Myanmar earlier this year designated the Arakan Army as a terrorist organization.

India’s army chief arrived in Nagaland on Nov. 24 for a three-day visit, underscoring the
renewed intensity of the conflict. In late October, Indian and Myanmar troops launched joint
operations targeting Indian rebel groups, including one named the People’s Liberation Army of
Manipur. Myanmar’s military, meanwhile, has targeting armed ethnic groups like the Arakan
Army on its side of the border.

To be sure, the levels of Chinese support to insurgents in the region isn’t close to to the levels of
the 1960s and 70s.

As armed ethnic insurgencies erupted across India’s remote northeast states in the 1950s and
1960s, it was bitter rival Pakistan that first supplied the armed groups with weapons. Soon,
however, “it was China that became the main provider of munitions for the ethnic insurgents.
Many were also trained in China," Swedish journalist and regional expert Bertil Lintner wrote in
his 2012 book “The Great Game East: India, China and the Struggle for Asia’s Most Volatile
Frontier," adding that “today, the Chinese government does not openly support those groups,
but they have had access to the so-called black — in reality more gray — arms market in
China."

Competing Interests

China is unlikely to use a third country to pressure India because that would prompt leaders in
New Delhi to do the same in return, according to Fan Hongwei, a professor at the Research
School of Southeast Asian Studies at Xiamen University.

“China would hope to resolve bilateral issues between the two countries, rather than make it
more complex, which would not keep with China’s consistent policy and interests," he said.

Both India and China are investing in Myanmar for strategic reasons. Beijing is investing in gas
pipelines and roads to link its southern province of Yunnan with the Bay of Bengal, allowing for
key imports to bypass the Malacca Strait between Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore. India,
meanwhile, is investing in the 29 billion rupee ($292 million) Kaladan Multimodal project to
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connect its underdeveloped northeastern states to the Bay of Bengal.

“China knows that the region is crucial to India’s future connectivity into Southeast Asia," said
Ian Hall, professor of international relations at Griffith University in Queensland, Australia, and
author of ‘Modi and the Reinvention of Indian Foreign Policy.’ “It knows too that securing the
region is challenging and has been very costly to New Delhi in the past."

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-12-09

SAARC NEEDS A TERROR-FREE MILIEU: PM
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: SAARC and India

SAARC can only be fully effective in the absence of “terror and violence”, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said in a message to the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation on
its 36th Charter Day anniversary. In their messages, Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan and
Nepal Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli called for the SAARC summit to be held soon.

“The full potential of SAARC can only be realised in an atmosphere free of terror and violence,”
Mr. Modi said in a letter released by the SAARC Secretariat in Kathmandu, that indicated India’s
concerns over cross-border terrorism from Pakistan remain a primary obstacle in India’s
participation in the summit. He also called for SAARC countries to “recommit to defeating the
forces that support and nurture terrorism”.

In his statement released a few hours later, Mr. Khan said, “It is unfortunate that due to long-
standing unresolved disputes amongst the member states, SAARC countries have been unable
to take advantage of Pakistan’s potential as a melting pot for positive economic interest and
consequently the region has not been able to achieve the desired socio-economic cooperation
and prosperity in the region so far.” He also claimed that “artificial obstacles” had been raised
against the SAARC process.

Nepal is the current chairman of SAARC, a position which moves by rotation through the eight
countries of South Asia — Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. It held the last SAARC summit in 2014. In 2016, Pakistan was due to
hold the next summit, but it had to be put off after India refused to attend the event in Islamabad,
and Nepal continues to hold the chair.

In his message, Mr. Oli too said the “stalled SAARC process” should not be delayed further.

“SAARC is not a choice, but a necessity for meaningful regional cooperation in South Asia…
The longer we delay, the more will be the opportunity cost,” wrote Mr. Oli in his message on
SAARC Charter Day.

“Giving fresh impetus to the stalled SAARC process including through the early convening of the
summit can rekindle hope among our people and provide ground to move forward,” he added.

In an interview to The Hindu last week, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar had said
Pakistan, not India, was holding up the SAARC process.

In their SAARC day messages on Tuesday, other heads of state conveyed their commitment to
SAARC, and commended the SAARC COVID-19 emergency fund proposed by India in March
this year when Mr. Modi had convened a virtual conference.

India had pledged US $10 million to start the fund, the others, including Pakistan, committed
about $9.8 million together, and the SAARC Secretariat committed $5 million. India has sent
medical equipment worth $1 million to Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and the Maldives.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-12-09

PAKISTAN, CHINA VIOLATE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM:
U.S.

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

Mike Pompeo  

The U.S. has designated Pakistan and China among eight other countries that are of particular
concern for violation of religious freedom, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo has said.

Pakistan and China along with Myanmar, Eritrea, Iran, Nigeria, North Korea, Saudi Arabia,
Tajikistan and Turkmenistan were placed in the list for engaging in or tolerating systematic,
ongoing, egregious violations of religious freedom , Mr. Pompeo said in a statement on Monday.

The State Department placed the Comoros, Cuba, Nicaragua and Russia on a Special Watch
List (SWL) for governments that have engaged in or tolerated severe violations of religious
freedom .

“Religious freedom is an unalienable right, and the bedrock upon which free societies are built
and flourish. Today, the United States — a nation founded by those fleeing religious
persecution, as the recent Commission on Unalienable Rights report noted — once again took
action to defend those who simply want to exercise this essential freedom, Pompeo said.

The U.S. also designated al-Shabaab, al-Qaida, Boko Haram, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, the
Houthis, ISIS, ISIS-Greater Sahara, ISIS-West Africa, Jamaat Nasr al-Islam wal Muslimin and
the Taliban as ‘Entities of Particular Concern’.
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Source : www.hindustantimes.com Date : 2020-12-09

INDIA’S EVOLVING ENERGY DIPLOMACY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes
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The recent decision of the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to allow a
muted increase in production in the first quarter of next year was welcomed by petroleum and
natural gas minister, Dharmendra Pradhan, because of what it means for price stability rather
than the hope it means cheaper oil.

India stands to gain because oil producers need to generate revenues necessary to maintain the
investment levels to ensure steady oil supply. India’s relations with the largest oil producers,
notably the Persian Gulf monarchies and Russia, also increasingly revolve around them
ploughing their earnings into India’s oil and gas sector. New Delhi’s ambitious plans for energy
transition partly depend on the financial status of the largest OPEC members — a partnership
OPEC acknowledged at the recent India-OPEC institutional dialogue. Mr Pradhan was notably
more interested in potential OPEC investments in India than the ups and downs of oil
production.

Despite OPEC’s earlier production cuts and its projected increases, global prices have remained
in the $40 to $50 a barrel range. Thanks to record foreign exchange reserves, India today can
absorb somewhat higher global oil prices, and shift focus on attracting the massive investments
needed for its natural gas and renewable energy plans. Implicit is the recognition oil is rapidly
ceasing to be a strategic commodity. The real challenge for India’s energy diplomacy is
preparing the ground for a post-oil future in a manner that ensures oil markets abet rather than
disrupt this larger transition.
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QUAD IS U.S. ANTI-CHINA GAME: RUSSIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: QUAD and India

Sergei Lavrov  

Russia hit out at the four-nation quadrilateral strategic dialogue or Quad, calling it a “devious
policy” by western powers to engage India in “anti-China games”. While Moscow has expressed
concerns about the U.S. Indo-Pacific policy and criticised the Quad, comprising the U.S.,
Australia, Japan and India, as a “divisive” and “exclusivist” concept, this is the first time it has
suggested that India-Russia ties could be affected by it.

“India is currently an object of the western countries’ persistent, aggressive and devious policy
as they are trying to engage it in anti-China games by promoting Indo-Pacific strategies, the so-
called “Quad”, while at the same time the West is attempting to undermine our close partnership
and privileged relations with India,” Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said at Moscow-
based think tank Russian International Affairs Council. “This is the goal of the U.S.’s very tough
pressure on New Delhi in the MTC [military and technical cooperation] area,” Mr. Lavrov stated,
which diplomats said indicated growing MTC between India and the U.S.

In the past month, India hosted military exercises with all the members of the Quad, and signed
the final pending ‘foundational agreement’ BECA, which facilitates Indian and U.S. militaries in
sharing intelligence. The incoming Biden administration is also expected to press harder on
India against its purchase of the S-400 anti-missile system from Russia, which could attract U.S.
sanctions.

In his comments, Mr. Lavrov said the U.S. and European countries were trying to “restore” the
unipolar model with U.S. leadership, but that other powers or poles such as Russia and China
would not be “subordinate to it”.The “U.S.-led West” had launched what he called a “game” that
seeks to “isolate” Russia, as well as China, he said.

No comment from MEA

The Ministry of External Affairs declined to comment on Mr. Lavrov’s remarks, and whether they
represent a strain in India-Russia ties.

In the past few months, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has taken part in multilateral events with
Russian President Vladimir Putin, while External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh made separate visits to Moscow where they met their counterparts.

However, former diplomats suggested that the remarks signalled gaps in understanding
between Moscow and New Delhi.

“[Mr.] Lavrov’s comment suggests that the two sides, despite a regular dialogue at the highest
levels, have not developed enough understanding of India’s point of view and its security
concerns about Indo- Pacific and the Quad to avoid a public statement of this nature,” said
former Foreign Secretary and former Indian Ambassador to Russia Kanwal Sibal, pointing out
that India had not expressed concerns about Russia’s growing strategic ties with China publicly.

“If Russia is concerned about the U.S. pulling India into its orbit, it should express some public
concern about China’s unacceptable territorial aggression against India,” Mr. Sibal said, adding
that India had maintained its independence in ties with the U.S.
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CHINA GAVE 5 DIFFERENT EXPLANATIONS FOR
TROOP BUILDUP AT LAC: JAISHANKAR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

NEW DELHI : China offered five different explanations for amassing armed troops along the
border with India, foreign minister S. Jaishankar said on Wednesday, and added that ties
between the Asian neighbours has been “very significantly damaged" by the move.

Speaking at an event organized by Australia’s Lowy Institute, Jaishankar said ties between the
two nations are currently at their “most difficult phase", referring to the relations after a violent
clash between the two armies in June, which led to the death of 20 Indian and an unknown
number of Chinese soldiers.

Ties worsened since May when New Delhi detected intrusions by Chinese troops into Indian
territory. The two countries share an undemaracted border, seen as the reason for differing
perceptions on where the border lies. Even after several rounds of talks, the two countries have
not yet reached a solution to the border dispute, though it was largely deemed as peaceful, until
tensions rose after the Chinese intrusions.

Responding to a question about India’s cooperation with China without giving in to Chinese
coercion and demands, Jaishankar said over the past three-to-four decades, the last time the
two countries had casualties on the border prior to June was in 1975.

Since 1988, when then prime minister Rajiv Gandhi visited Beijing, the direction of the ties had
been broadly positive, he said, with an increase in trade and tourism among other types of
engagement.

“All this was posited on the fact that while we were trying to solve the boundary question, we
would maintain peace and tranquillity at the border ...You never had a major breach of this
understanding," he said referring to a series of agreements since 1993 between the two
countries to ensure normalcy at the borders.

The death of the 20 Indian soldiers “completely changed the national sentiment" vis-à-vis China,
he said, and added: “How we get the relationship back on track, is a very big issue."

“The relationship this year has been very significantly damaged. We are very clear that
maintaining peace and stability along the LAC is the basis for the rest of the relationship to
progress."

On the rise of Chinese president Xi Jinping and China’s influence globally, Jaishankar said: “You
have today a China whose engagement with the world is very different from the way it used to
be 20 years ago. You could argue that it is natural that as a country goes up the power
hierarchy, its behavioural pattern would change. I reserve comment on it. But no question, you
have a more nationalistic China and that is expressed in a variety of ways and often in policies
as well."

On the ascent of Chinese president Xi Jinping up the power ladder and China’ s rise in the
world, Jaishankar said that “ there has been an evolution in China."

“You have today a China whose engagement with the world is very different from the way it used

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-in-talks-with-australia-for-free-trade-pact-says-s-jaishankar-11607530658327.html
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to be conducted 20 years ago. You could argue that it is natural that as a country goes up the
power hierarchy its behavioural pattern would change. I reserve comment on it. But clearly no
question, you have a more nationalistic China and that is expressed down the line in a variety of
ways and often in policies as well," he said.

On India-Australia ties, the Indian minister said that in the current context of a multi polar world,
countries needed to look “beyond old habits and established structures."

“There is a requirement today of a lot of other countries with more capabilities to contribute to
the shaping of the global order to ensure the global good, to secure the global commons," he
said in the context of what India and Australia could do together bilaterally and multilaterally like
in the Quad group that brings together Japan and the US as well.

Countries with converging interests and shared values who relate to each other in various ways
could do a lot together not only between themselves but also in their respective regions and the
rest of the world, he said.
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CABINET APPROVES THE PROPOSAL OF SECURITIES
& EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA (SEBI) TOSIGN
BILATERAL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN INDIA AND LUXEMBOURG

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for
the proposal of Securities & Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to sign a bilateral Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between Securities and Exchange Board of India and Financial and
Commission de Surveillance du Secteur Financier (CSSF), Luxembourg.

Objectives

The MoU is likely to strengthen cross border cooperation in the area of securities regulations
and facilitate mutual assistance, contribute towards efficient performance of the supervisory
functions aid in imparting technical domain knowledge and enable effective enforcement of the
laws and regulations governing the securities markets of India and Luxembourg.

Major impact:

CSSF, like SEBI, is a co-signatory to International Organization of Securities Commissions'
Multilateral MOU (IOSCO MMoU). However, the IOSCO MMoU does not have under its scope
the provision for technical assistance. The proposed bilateral MOU would, in addition to
contributing towards strengthening the information sharing framework leading to effective
enforcement of securities laws, also help in establishing a technical assistance programme. The
technical assistance programme would benefit the Authorities by way of consultations on
matters relating to capital markets, capacity building activities and training programmes for the
staff.

Background

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) was established under the Securities and
Exchange Board of India Act, 1992 to regulate the securities markets in India. The objectives of
the SEBI are to protect the interest of the investors and to regulate and promote development of
securities markets in India. The main functions of SEBI include registration, regulation and
supervision of intermediaries operating in the securities market; promoting and regulating self-
regulatory organizations; prohibiting fraudulent and unfair trade practices relating to securities
markets; and calling from or furnishing to other authorities, whether in India or abroad, such
information as may be necessary for the efficient discharge of its functions.

The Commission de Surveillance du Secteur Financier (CSSF) of Luxembourg is a public law
entity, with administrative and financial autonomy, established by the law of 23rd December
1998. The CSSF is the competent authority for the prudential supervision of the entire
Luxembourg financial centre, except for the insurance sector. The CSSF is also legally
responsible for the regulation and supervision of the securities market.

******
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The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has given its approval for
the proposal of Securities & Exchange Board of India (SEBI) to sign a bilateral Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between Securities and Exchange Board of India and Financial and
Commission de Surveillance du Secteur Financier (CSSF), Luxembourg.

Objectives

The MoU is likely to strengthen cross border cooperation in the area of securities regulations
and facilitate mutual assistance, contribute towards efficient performance of the supervisory
functions aid in imparting technical domain knowledge and enable effective enforcement of the
laws and regulations governing the securities markets of India and Luxembourg.

Major impact:

CSSF, like SEBI, is a co-signatory to International Organization of Securities Commissions'
Multilateral MOU (IOSCO MMoU). However, the IOSCO MMoU does not have under its scope
the provision for technical assistance. The proposed bilateral MOU would, in addition to
contributing towards strengthening the information sharing framework leading to effective
enforcement of securities laws, also help in establishing a technical assistance programme. The
technical assistance programme would benefit the Authorities by way of consultations on
matters relating to capital markets, capacity building activities and training programmes for the
staff.

Background

The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) was established under the Securities and
Exchange Board of India Act, 1992 to regulate the securities markets in India. The objectives of
the SEBI are to protect the interest of the investors and to regulate and promote development of
securities markets in India. The main functions of SEBI include registration, regulation and
supervision of intermediaries operating in the securities market; promoting and regulating self-
regulatory organizations; prohibiting fraudulent and unfair trade practices relating to securities
markets; and calling from or furnishing to other authorities, whether in India or abroad, such
information as may be necessary for the efficient discharge of its functions.

The Commission de Surveillance du Secteur Financier (CSSF) of Luxembourg is a public law
entity, with administrative and financial autonomy, established by the law of 23rd December
1998. The CSSF is the competent authority for the prudential supervision of the entire
Luxembourg financial centre, except for the insurance sector. The CSSF is also legally
responsible for the regulation and supervision of the securities market.
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INDIA ‘TOTALLY’ RESPONSIBLE FOR SITUATION:
CHINA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Tense still:An Army helicopter flying over a mountain range in Leh, Ladakh, near the LAC,
earlier this month.AFP  

China on Thursday said “the responsibility totally lies with the Indian side” for the situation along
the Line of Actual Control (LAC), responding to External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s
statement that China had violated border agreements by deploying a large number of soldiers
along the border.

Mr. Jaishankar said China had given India “five differing explanations” for its unprecedented
deployment of forces on the LAC this summer, speaking at a virtual session with the Sydney-
based Lowy Institute on Wednesday.

“We are today probably at the most difficult phase of our relationship with China, certainly in the
last 30 to 40 years or you could argue even more,” he had said. He added that “the relationship
this year has been very significantly damaged” by China violating border agreements under
which both sides would not deploy large number of forces along the LAC. “The Chinese have
literally brought tens of thousands of soldiers in full military preparation mode right to the LAC in
Ladakh. Naturally the relationship would be profoundly disturbed by this,” Mr. Jaishankar said

‘Merits very clear’

In Beijing, Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying, responding to a question about his
statement, said “the merits of the situation” were “very clear”.

“China and India are neighbours and the world’s two biggest emerging markets and keeping
good relations serves the fundamental interests of both countries and its people but it requires
common efforts from both sides,” Ms. Hua said.

“The merits of the situation at the border area are very clear and the responsibility totally lies
with the Indian side. China has been strictly observing the agreements signed between the two
sides and committed to resolving the border issue through dialogue and we are committed to
safeguarding regional peace and tranquillity at border areas… But like all sovereign states we
are determined in safeguarding our territorial integrity. So on the Indian side, I think this is a
serious question on what it should reflect upon.”

Mr. Jaishankar also made clear that it was impossible for the relationship to continue as normal
given the situation on the LAC. “We are very clear that maintaining peace and tranquillity along
the LAC is the basis for the rest of the relationship to progress,” he said. “You can’t have the
kind of situation you have on the border and say let’s carry on with life in all other sectors of
activity. It’s just unrealistic,” he said.

De-linking issues

The Chinese side, however, has in recent statements sought to de-link the border situation from
other aspects of the relationship such as economic ties and called for India to put the boundary
dispute in a “proper” position — a view that India has said is untenable as peace on the border
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was a prerequisite for the relationship.

China also so far hasn’t signalled any willingness to return to the status quo prior to May’s
multiple transgressions by the People’s Liberation Army (PLA). Both sides have held eight
rounds of talks at the Corps Commander level, the last of which was held on November 6, but
are yet to agree on a plan to disengage.

Ms. Hua repeated that view on putting the border tensions in a “proper” position on Thursday,
saying “We hope India can work with us and contribute to solidarity, cooperation and common
development.”

“There are challenges in bilateral relations but China’s position and policy on India hasn’t
changed,” she said. “As two major countries and emerging markets, keeping good relations
serves the fundamental interests of both and we will stay committed to safeguarding the peace
and tranquillity in the border area. On the historical issues, China believes that we should find
fair, reasonable and mutually acceptable solutions based on equal-footed consultation and put it
on the proper position in our bilateral relations. We hope we can reach consensus, properly
manage differences, enhance practical cooperation and bring our bilateral relations back on the
right track.”
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IRAN’S CALCULATED RISK
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

In this March 30, 2005 picture, the Iranian nuclear research centre of Natanz, is pictured 270 km
south of Tehran.   | Photo Credit: AFP

When the P5+1 nations (China, France, Russia, the U.K. and the U.S., plus Germany) reached
an agreement with Iran in 2015 to scuttle the country’s nuclear programme, it was expected that
the agreement would lead to a new beginning in West Asia. However, this did not happen.

The Barack Obama administration’s calculation was that denying Iran a path to the bomb was in
the best interest of everyone, including Iran’s rivals in the region. Washington saw Iran’s nuclear
programme, which was at an advanced stage in 2015, as a national security problem and
tackled it via diplomacy.

Explained | What does the killing of nuclear scientist Fakhrizadeh mean for Iran?

But Iran’s regional rivals, mainly Israel and Saudi Arabia, who are also America’s allies, saw the
Iran problem differently. For them, Iran’s nuclear programme was not the problem but was part
of the larger geopolitical challenges Iran posed. The problem was Iran itself: Tehran’s influence
across West Asia, its backing for non-state militias, and its ambition to emerge as a dominant
pillar in the region based on the political heft of the Shia community. Mr. Obama’s nuclear deal
cut off the path to the bomb, but by lifting sanctions, he allowed Iran to move towards claiming
its natural economic and political might. This upset the Israelis and the Saudis.

The Donald Trump administration took an entirely different line towards Iran. It pulled the U.S.
out of the nuclear deal, despite United Nations certification that Iran was compliant with its
terms, and reimposed sanctions on Tehran. In practical terms, Mr. Trump’s approach towards
Iran had aligned with that of Israel and Saudi Arabia. The Trump years gave Israel a window of
opportunity to step up its covert and overt operations. In 2018, Israeli spies carried out a daring
mission at a warehouse inside Iran and stole thousands of documents related to Iran’s nuclear
programme. Iranian nuclear scientists came under attacks. In Syria, where Iran has deployed
militias backing the government of Bashar al-Assad, Israel continued to bomb Iranian targets.

But now, in the twilight months of the Trump administration, President-elect Joe Biden has
promised to take the U.S. back to the nuclear deal — with more riders. There is a possibility that
Mr. Biden, who was the Vice President of the administration that originally signed the deal, could
zero in on the nuclear programme, like Mr. Obama did, and leave the regional issues to the
regional players to settle.

Explained | Will the U.S. be able to revive Iran nuclear deal after the assassination of Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh?

It was against this background Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, a top Iranian nuclear physicist, was
assassinated on November 27 on the outskirts of Tehran. Israel has been blamed for the attack,
an allegation that Tel Aviv has not denied. It is not difficult to see Israel’s motives. It wants to set
back Iran’s nuclear programme by taking out a prominent scientist and scuttle the possible
revival of the nuclear deal. The attack has put Iran in a spot. If it does not retaliate, it shows that
Iran’s deterrence is getting weaker, which could trigger more such attacks from its rivals. If it
retaliates, it could escalate the conflict, giving the outgoing Trump administration and a crisis-hit
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Benjamin Netanyahu government reasons to launch heavier strikes on Iran’s nuclear facilities,
closing off the diplomatic path.

The Hindu In Focus podcast | What’s behind the killing of Iranian nuclear scientist

Iran seems to have opted for the less risky option. Instead of walking into the trap of
provocation, its Parliament passed a Bill that obliges the government to enrich uranium to a
higher level, from less than 5% now to 20%, which is a technical step away from the weapons-
grade level of 90% — and stop access for UN inspectors to the country’s top nuclear facilities in
two months if sanctions relief is not given. Within two months, Mr. Biden will be in the White
House. So, Iran is taking a calculated risk by enhancing its nuclear programme, which can be
reversed if talks are revived. But it is leaving the Israel problem unaddressed, for now. Israel
wants Iran to be contained, not just Iran’s nuclear programme. This leaves the region vulnerable
to a prolonged crisis.
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has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.

We also reiterate here the promise that our team of reporters, copy editors, fact-checkers,
designers, and photographers will deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested interest
and political propaganda.

Suresh Nambath

Please enter a valid email address.

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 54

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-12-16

U.S. IMPOSES CAATSA SANCTIONS ON TURKEY OVER
S-400 PURCHASE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Huge deal:Parts of the S-400 air defence systems being unloaded from a Russian transport
aircraft in Ankara.AP/File  

The U.S. has imposed sanctions on NATO-ally Turkey for its purchase of Russia’s S-400 missile
defence system, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announced on Monday.

The issue of sanctions under Section 231 of the Countering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA) for purchase of Russian arms is of particular interest to New Delhi,
which is also in the process of buying the S-400 from Moscow.

“Today’s action sends a clear signal that the United States will fully implement CAATSA Section
231 and will not tolerate significant transactions with Russia’s defense and intelligence sectors,”
Mr. Pompeo said on Monday.

Sanctions were imposed on Turkey’s main defence procurement agency, the Presidency of
Defense Industries (SSB) for “ knowingly engaging in a significant transaction with
Rosoboronexport (ROE), Russia’s main arms export entity” the office of the U.S. State
Department spokesperson said in a statement.

Ban on loans

These SSB sanctions comprise a ban on granting specific U.S. export licences and
authorisations for any goods or technology, a ban on loans or credits by U.S. financial
institutions totalling more than $10 million in any 12-month period, a ban on U.S. Export-Import
Bank assistance for exports and mandated U.S. opposition to loans by international financial
organisations to SSB.

Additionally, sanctions will include full blocking sanctions and visa restrictions on SSB president
Ismail Demir and other officials.

“We very much regret that this has been necessary, and we very much hope that Turkey will
work with us to resolve the S-400 problem as quickly as possible,” said the State Department’s
Christopher Ford, who is in charge of security and non-proliferation.

“The United States made clear to Turkey at the highest levels and on numerous occasions that
its purchase of the S-400 system would endanger the security of U.S. military technology and
personnel and provide substantial funds to Russia’s defense sector, as well as Russian access
to the Turkish armed forces and defense industry,” Mr. Pompeo said.

“Turkey nevertheless decided to move ahead with the procurement and testing of the S-400,
despite the availability of alternative, NATO-interoperable systems to meet its defense
requirements. This decision resulted in Turkey’s suspension and pending removal from the
global F-35 Joint Strike Fighter partnership,” he said.

Concerns over system
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Last year, the U.S. had removed Turkey from its F-35 jet programme over concerns that
sensitive information could be accessed by Russia if Turkey used Russian systems along with
U.S. jets.

U.S. President Donald Trump and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoan have an apparently
close relationship and Mr. Trump has pushed back on Congressional demands for sanctions
against Turkey.

The administration has now had to face a $740 million National Defense Authorization Bill
(NDAA) 2021 from the U.S. Congress, which mandates sanctions against Turkey within 30 days
of the bill’s passage (December 11). Mr. Trump has threatened to veto the Bill.

“The biggest winner of our new defense Bill is China! I will veto!”' Mr. Trump had tweeted days
ago.

Subscribe to The Hindu digital to get unlimited access to Today's paper

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days free trial. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper, crossword and print.

You can support quality journalism by turning off ad blocker or purchase a subscription for
unlimited access to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=33341066&utm_campaign=tp-international&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=33341066&utm_campaign=tp-international
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 56

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-12-17

THE MANY CHALLENGES FOR WTO
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

A sign of the WTO is seen on their headquarters in Geneva.   | Photo Credit: AFP

For the first time in its 25-year history, the World Trade Organization (WTO) will be led by a
woman, as both the contending candidates for the Director-General (D-G) post are women, from
Nigeria and South Korea respectively. The prestige aside, the D-G’s job will require
perseverance and outstanding negotiating skills for balancing the diverse and varied interests of
the 164 member countries, and especially, for reconciling competing multilateral and national
visions, for the organisation to work efficiently. The next D-G will have to grapple with the global
economic fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic and work towards carrying out reforms of the
multilateral trading system for reviving the world economy. On all these issues, her non-partisan
role will be watched carefully.

The current impasse in the WTO negotiations has led member countries to believe in the
necessity of carrying out urgent reforms, even as the debate is likely to throw up some difficult
choices for developing countries like India. At the core of the divide within the WTO is the Doha
Development Agenda, which the developed countries sought to jettison in favour of a new
agenda that includes, amongst others, e-commerce, investment facilitation, MSMEs and gender.
Salvaging the ‘development’-centric agenda is critical for a large number of developing countries
as they essentially see trade as a catalyst of development. Restoring the WTO dispute
settlement mechanism, especially the revival of its Appellate body, is also crucial for the
organisation’s efficient functioning.

Also read | A day after RCEP, Jaishankar slams trade pacts, globalisation

The push for a change in the definition of “developing country” under the principle of special and
differential treatment (S&DT), aimed at upgrading certain developing countries, will deeply
impinge on the status of emerging economies such as India, China, South Africa, Turkey, Egypt,
et cetera. The assumption that some countries have benefited immensely from the WTO rules
since its formation in 1995 is flawed, at least in the case of India. And even if there may be no
consensus of views on measuring ‘development’, India will remain a developing country no
matter which parameter is used. The way out for India could be to negotiate a longer phase-out
period, or an acceptable formula based on development indices, etc.

Among the current negotiations at the WTO, nothing commands more attention than the
fisheries subsidies negotiations. India can lead the way in finding a landing zone by urging
others to settle for the lowest common denominator, while seeking permanent protection for
traditional and artisanal farmers who are at the subsistence level of survival. The danger lies in
seeking larger carve-outs, which, if universally applicable to all, could result in developed
countries ploughing precious fisheries resources in international waters.

The consensus-based decision-making in the WTO, which makes dissension by even one
member stop the process in its track, gives developing countries some heft and influence at par
with developed countries. The D-G would need to tread cautiously on this front, as some will
allude to the successful implementation of the Trade Facilitation Agreement in 2017, that
allowed member countries to take commitments in a phased manner in accordance with their
domestic preparedness.

Also read | Jaishankar’s views reflect language used in 1970s, says Chidambaram
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The COVID-19 crisis has revealed the urgent and enduring need for international cooperation
and collaboration, as no country can fight the pandemic alone. The D-G can help mitigate the
effects of the pandemic by giving clear directions on ensuring that supply chains remain free and
open, recommending a standard harmonised system with classification for vaccines, and by the
removal of import/export restrictions.

Voluntary sharing and pooling of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) is required for any global
effort to tackle the pandemic, but with the fear of vaccine nationalism looming large, several
countries are seeking to secure future supply of leading COVID-19 vaccines. Our Prime
Minister’s reiteration that India’s vaccine production and delivery capacity will help the whole of
humanity will require the D-G to play a responsible role in removing barriers to intellectual
property and securing a legal framework within the WTO TRIPS Agreement, by lending salience
to the effective interpretation of Articles 8 and 31 of the Agreement, that allow compulsory
licensing and agreement of a patent without the authorisation of its owner under certain
conditions.

Comment | No Minister, the trade agreement pitch is flawed

Most imminently, the next D-G will need to build trust among its members that the WTO needs
greater engagement by all countries, to stitch fair rules in the larger interest of all nations and
thwart unfair trade practices of a few.

Dammu Ravi is Additional Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs
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FRIEND AND NEIGHBOUR: ON INDIA-BANGLADESH
VIRTUAL SUMMIT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

The virtual summit between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Bangladesh counterpart
Sheikh Hasina, where they discussed issues ranging from the violent border incidents to the
COVID-19 fight, demonstrates their desire to reboot India-Bangladesh ties that have faced
challenges in recent months. Mr. Modi called Bangladesh a “major pillar” in India’s
neighbourhood first policy, while Ms. Hasina invited him to visit Bangladesh in March for the
celebrations of the 50th anniversary of its independence. It is a key opportunity for India, which
had played a major role in Bangladesh’s liberation in 1971, to revive the bonhomie and address
the issues adversely affecting the partnership. Despite the friendship remaining solid, the border
has been sensitive — at least 25 Bangladeshis were killed in the first six months of this year
along the border by Indian forces, according to a rights watchdog. The Teesta water dispute
remains unresolved. The Citizenship (Amendment) Act and the proposed National Register of
Citizens, which Ms. Hasina called “unnecessary”, have created a negative impression about
India. Above all, China is making deep inroads into Bangladesh by ramping up infrastructure
investments and expanding economic cooperation. So, it is imperative for India to bolster ties
with this all-weather friend, and there may not be a better time to do so than when Bangladesh is
to celebrate the golden jubilee of its independence.

Ms. Hasina has done relatively well in steering Bangladesh through crises. Under the Awami
League government, Bangladesh, India’s largest trading partner in South Asia, has expanded its
economy and improved social welfare. Despite the Awami League’s tight grip over the
administration, Ms. Hasina has continued to face challenges from Islamist factions. War crimes
and corruption trials have weakened the traditional opposition — the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party and its ally, the pro-Pakistan Jamaat-e-Islami. But another Islamist group, Hifazat-e-Islam,
made headlines recently when it organised mass protests against French President Emmanuel
Macron and opposed the Hasina government’s plan to build a statue of the country’s founding
father, Bangabandhu Mujibur Rahman, in Dhaka’s suburbs. The Hifazat has claimed that
installing statues is prohibited in Islam and that they would be pulled down, but the government
seems determined to go ahead with its plan. In a speech marking Victory Day (December 16),
Ms. Hasina said she would not allow the country to be divided on religious lines, in an indirect
reference to Hifazat. India should support her fight against the radical elements. India should
also not allow the ideological inclinations of the ruling party to spoil the historic relationship
between the two countries. New Delhi should take a broader view of the changing scenario and
growing competition in South Asia, and reach out to Dhaka with an open mind.
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THE DELHI-DHAKA BOND
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India’s relationship with Bangladesh is arguably its most consequential relationship in the region.
The 49th anniversary of diplomatic relations and the birth centenary of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
is an opportune time to recognise how far bilateral relations have progressed. Once derided as a
basketcase, Bangladesh is now the fastest growing economy in South Asia; it surpasses India
on many development indicators; and it has overtaken Pakistan’s economy. Sustaining relations
with Bangladesh — which saw a turnaround of sorts under Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and
Sheikh Hasina — has been an important element of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
“neighbourhood first” policy too.

Much of what is going on today between the two countries, including the results of Friday’s
virtual summit, has been about converting goodwill into tangible economic links and steadfast
political relations. The two countries are now reconnecting by rail, road and water in the way
they were prior to 1965. Conduits for trade and investment keep improving as the two agree to
more infrastructure and less red tape. Ms Hasina’s government has provided a model of security
cooperation. India should involve Bangladesh more in its global initiatives such as Covid-19 and
climate.

Both countries should take some time to consider how to reconcile their domestic political
narratives. For example, immigration concerns would be best managed through an agreement
that accepts the reality of circular migration. Indian visions of Bangladeshi hordes need to be
replaced with a realisation that migrants cross in both directions. Dhaka, in turn, needs to be
more honest about localised discrimination of minorities and the outward migration this has
engendered. Differences over the Citizenship (Amendment) Act arise from such incomplete
viewpoints. New Delhi has concerns about the Hasina government’s policy of allying with
Islamist groups to counterbalance other such groups. This may be politically useful, but all such
groups are cut from the same anti-Indian cloth and share a desire to make Bangladesh a
theological state. Beijing will continue to expand its influence but as long as Dhaka does not
cross security redlines and keeps Delhi in the loop, the China factor can be managed. If these
larger meta-issues can be addressed over the coming years, in part though domestic debate,
the two countries can be assured of another half-century of improving relations.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2020-12-20

JOINT STATEMENT ON INDIA-BANGLADESH VIRTUAL
SUMMIT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

1. H.E. Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of the Republic of India and H.E. Sheikh Hasina,
Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh held a Summit in virtual format on 17
December 2020. Both sides held comprehensive discussions on all aspects of bilateral relations,
and exchanged views on regional and international issues.

India-Bangladesh partnership

2. Both Prime Ministers expressed satisfaction over the current state of bilateral relations based
on shared bonds of history, culture, language, and other unique commonalities that characterize
the partnership. They emphasized that relations between Bangladesh and India are based on
fraternal ties and reflective of an all-encompassing partnership based on sovereignty, equality,
trust and understanding that transcends a strategic partnership. They paid solemn tribute to the
martyrs of the Liberation War of Bangladesh, the Muktijoddhas and the Indian soldiers, for their
great sacrifices in 1971. They vowed to uphold and protect the cherished values of democracy
and equality in line with the aspirations of the people of the two friendly countries.

3. The two leaders expressed satisfaction on the progress of various decisions taken during the
official visit of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to Delhi in October 2019. Both sides also recalled
the successful holding of the Sixth Meeting of the Joint Consultative Commission held in
September 2020.

Cooperation in Health Sector- addressing the global public health challenge

4. Both sides exchanged views on the situation of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic in their
respective countries and expressed satisfaction at the manner in which sustained engagement
between the two countries has been maintained during this ongoing crisis. Reiterating the
highest priority India attaches to Bangladesh under India’s Neighbourhood First Policy, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi assured that vaccines would be made available to Bangladesh as and
when produced in India. Both leaders also noted the ongoing bilateral collaboration between the
private sector in this area.

5. India also offered collaboration in therapeutics and partnership in vaccine production.
Bangladesh appreciated India’s conducting capacity building courses for medical professionals
in Bangla language.

Cultural Cooperation - Joint Celebration of Historical Links

6. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina deeply appreciated the warm gesture of India in organizing
various events on the occasion of ongoing ‘Mujib Borsho’. The two Prime Ministers jointly
unveiled a commemorative postal stamp issued by the Government of India on the occasion of
birth centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
thanked the Government of Bangladesh for issuing a stamp in honour of Mahatma Gandhi on
the occasion of Gandhiji’s 150th birth anniversary celebrations earlier in September 2020.

7. An introductory video on the digital exhibition to commemorate the two great leaders of the
20th century, Mahatma Gandhi and Bangabandhu, was also screened on this occasion. Both
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leaders expressed hope that the exhibition, to be mounted in various cities of Bangladesh and
India and in selected cities worldwide, as well as at the United Nations, will inspire values of
justice, equality and non-violence, particularly amongst the youth.

8. Both sides noted that the filming of the biopic on Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
under the direction of Indian film director Shyam Benegal will commence in January 2021.

9. Noting that the year 2021 will be historic in India Bangladesh bilateral relations as they would
be commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the Liberation War and the establishment of
diplomatic relations between India and Bangladesh, it was agreed to jointly organize several
activities to commemorate these two epochal events in India, Bangladesh and third countries.

10. Bangladesh Prime Minister requested the Indian side to consider Bangladesh’s proposal to
name the historic road from Mujib Nagar to Nodia on Bangladesh-India border as "Shadhinota
Shorok” commemorating the historic significance of the road during Bangladesh’s Liberation
War.

11. Both sides reiterated to continue regular exchanges of groups to promote culture, education,
science and technology, youth and sports and mass media.

Border Management and Security Cooperation

12. Both sides agreed to hold an early meeting of the Joint Boundary Conference to prepare a
new set of strip maps along the stretch of Icchamati, Kalindi, Raimongol and the Hariabhanga
Rivers from Main Pillar 1 to Land Boundary terminus, with a view to finalizing the delineation of
the boundaries as fixed. It was agreed to carry out necessary work to convert the International
Boundary along Kuhsiyara river into a fixed boundary.

13. Bangladesh side reiterated the request for 1.3 km Innocent Passage through river route
along River Padma near Rajshahi District. The Indian side assured to consider the request.

14. Both leaders agreed to facilitate completion of border fencing at all pending sectors at the
international border between both the countries at the earliest beginning from the Tripura (India)-
Bangladesh sector. Both leaders also agreed that loss of civilian lives at the border is a matter of
concern and directed the border forces concerned to enhance coordinate measures to work
towards bringing such border incidents to zero.The leaders stressed on full implementation of
the ongoing Coordinated Border Management Plan. Both sides noted with satisfaction the recent
stepped-up efforts of the two border guarding forces against smuggling of arms, narcotics and
fake currency and to prevent trafficking, particularly of women and children.

15. Noting that Bangladesh and India were prone to frequent natural disasters, the two leaders
directed officials on both sides to expeditiously conclude the MoU in the area of disaster
management cooperation.

16. Recognizing that terrorism remains a threat to global peace and security, both sides
reiterated their strong commitment to eliminating terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.

17. Both sides emphasized simplifying people to people movement between the two countries.
Bangladesh side requested for early implementation of India’s commitment to remove remaining
restrictions on entry/ exit from land ports in India for Bangladeshis travelling on valid documents
in a phased manner, beginning with checkpoints at Akhaura (Tripura) and Ghojadanga (West
Bengal).
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Trade Partnership for Growth

18. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina appreciated the Duty Free and Quota Free access given to
Bangladeshi exports to India under SAFTA since 2011. Both Prime Ministers emphasized on
addressing issues of non-tariff barriers and trade facilitation including port restrictions,
procedural bottlenecks and quarantine restrictions so that both countries can take full advantage
of SAFTA flexibility. The Bangladesh side requested that as India’s export of essential
commodities to Bangladesh are an important factor influencing their domestic market, any
amendments in export-import policy of the Government of India may be conveyed in advance.
The Indian side took note of this request.

19. Both the leaders commended trade and railway officials for the cooperation shown in
maintaining uninterrupted supply chains during COVID-19, including facilitating bilateral trade
through existing rail routes, using side-door container and parcel trains.

20. Recognizing the immense potential of bilateral economic and commercial ties, both Prime
Ministers directed the officials to expeditiously conclude the ongoing joint study on the prospects
of entering into a bilateral Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA).

21. Welcoming the first meeting of the India-Bangladesh Textile Industry Forum, earlier this
year, the leaders emphasized the importance of increased linkages and collaboration in the
textile sector and directed the officials to conclude the ongoing negotiations on the MOU
between Ministry of Textiles, Government of India and Ministry of Textiles and Jute, Government
of Bangladesh at the earliest. They welcomed the consultations on anti-dumping/anti-
circumvention duties imposed on export of jute products from Bangladesh to India held recently
and expressed hope that the issues related to ADD will be resolved expeditiously.

Connectivity for Prosperity

22. The two Prime Ministers noted with satisfaction the continued progress made towards the
restoration of pre-1965 railway linkages between both nations. They jointly inaugurated the
newly restored railway link between Haldibari (India) and Chilahati (Bangladesh) and noted that
this rail link will further strengthen trade and people to people ties between the two sides. It was
decided to operationalize the train as and when the COVID situation improves.

23. The two leaders took stock of the ongoing bilateral connectivity measures and welcomed the
recent initiatives including the signing of the second addendum to the Protocol on Inland Water
Transit and Trade (PIWTT), trial run of trans-shipment of Indian goods from Kolkata to Agartala
via Chattogram and operationalization of Sonamura-Daudkandi Protocol route under the PIWTT.
Both the leaders agreed to expeditiously operationalise trans-shipment of Indian goods through
Chattogram and Mongla Ports.

24. To facilitate better connectivity and simplify movement of passengers and goods between
both the countries, both leaders agreed to an early operationalization of the BBIN Motor
Vehicles Agreement through expeditious signing of the Enabling MoU for Bangladesh, India and
Nepal to commence the movement of goods and passengers, with provision for Bhutan to join at
a later date.

25. Bangladesh Prime Minister expressed keen interest in the ongoing India Myanmar Thailand
trilateral highway project and sought support of India for enabling Bangladesh to connect with
this project with a view to enhance connectivity between the regions of South and South East
Asia. In the same spirit, the Indian side requested Bangladesh to allow connectivity from West
Bengal (Hilli) to Meghalaya (Mahendraganj) via Bangladesh.
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26. India reiterated its request to the Government of Bangladesh of having at least one Land
Port with minimal negative list between the each neighbouring states of India and Bangladesh,
beginning with Agartala-Akhaura. Bangladesh side proposed that Bangladeshi trucks avail of the
Feni Bridge, once completed, for transportation of goods from Chattogram port to the North East
of India.

27. Acknowledging the vibrant development partnership between the two countries, both sides
stressed on active operationalization of the recently-constituted High Level Monitoring
Committee headed by Secretary, Economic Relations Division from Bangladesh and the High
Commissioner of India in Dhaka to regularly review the progress of the LOC Projects for their
early completion.

28. Both sides noted with satisfaction the commencement of a temporary Air Travel Bubble
between the two sides to facilitate the urgent requirements of travellers on both sides during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Bangladesh side also requested the Indian side to resume regular travel
through land ports at the earliest

Cooperation in Water Resources, Power and Energy:

29. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina highlighted the need for early signing of interim agreement for
sharing of the Teesta waters, as agreed upon by both the governments in 2011. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi reiterated India’s sincere commitment and continued efforts of the Government
of India in that regard.

30. The two leaders underscored the need for early conclusion of Framework of Interim
Agreement on sharing of waters of six joint rivers, namely, Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti, Dharla
and Dudhkumar.

31. Bangladesh side requested the Indian side to inform its concerned border authorities to allow
excavation work of the remaining portion of the Rahimpur Khal for utilization of Kushiyara River
waters for irrigation purposes. The Indian side was also requested to provide early concurrence
on the proposed MoU to be signed between the two countries for monitoring the withdrawal of
water from the Kushiyara River by both the sides, pending signing of the Treaty/Agreement
regarding sharing of water of the Kushiyara River. The two leaders recalled the positive
contribution of the Joint Rivers Commission and looked forward to the next round of Secretarial
level JRC meeting at the earliest.

32. Both sides expressed satisfaction at the robust cooperation in the power and energy sector,
including between the private sector. It was agreed to expedite implementation of projects
including India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline, Maitree Super Thermal Power Project as well
as other projects. Both sides welcomed the signing of the Framework of Understanding on
Cooperation in the Hydrocarbon Sector which would further augment energy linkages by
streamlining investments, technology transfer, joint studies, training and promoting hydrocarbon
connectivity. It was also agreed to enhance cooperation in energy efficiency and clean energy,
including in biofuels.In line with commitment of both countries to move towards green, clean,
renewable sources of energy, it was agreed to strengthen subregional cooperation including with
Nepal and Bhutan. Both sides also agreed to strengthen cooperation in the area of power and
energy connectivity.

Forcibly Displaced Persons from the Rakhine State of Myanmar

33. Prime Minister Narendra Modi appreciated the generosity of Bangladesh in sheltering and
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providing humanitarian assistance to the 1.1 million forcibly displaced persons from the Rakhine
State of Myanmar. Both Prime Ministers reiterated the importance of their safe, speedy and
sustainable return. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina congratulated India on its election as a
member of the United Nations Security Council. She expressed Bangladesh’s expectation to see
India assist in the repatriation of the forcibly displaced Rohingyas back to Myanmar.

Partners in the Region and the World

34. Prime Minister Narendra Modi thanked Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for supporting India in
its election to the United Nations Security Council. Both countries agreed to continue working
together towards achieving early reforms of the UN Security Council, combating climate change,
attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and protection of the rights of
migrants. Both Prime Ministers reaffirmed the need for developed countries to fulfill their
commitments under the Global Partnership for ensuring the means of implementation of the
SDGs as enshrined in the Agenda 2030.

35. Both leaders highlighted that given the regional and global economic scenarios following the
outbreak of COVID 19, regional organisations, such as SAARC and BIMSTEC have an
important role to play. Bangladesh Prime Minister thanked the Indian Prime Minister for
convening the SAARC leaders Video Conference in March 2020 in the outbreak of COVID-19.
She also thanked the Indian Prime Minister for proposing creation of the SAARC Emergency
Response Fund to counter effects of the global pandemic in the South Asian region. Bangladesh
Prime Minister also reiterated the proposal for establishment of a SAARC Medical and Public
Health Research Institute and sought support in this regard. Bangladesh will assume
chairmanship of the IORA in 2021 and requested the support of India for working towards
greater maritime safety and security. Prime Minister Modi appreciated the Presidency of
Bangladesh at the Climate Vulnerable Forum in the current tenure.

36. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina appreciated the work of the New Development Bank and
thanked India for inviting Bangladesh to join the Institution. She welcomed the work of the Bank
in multiple sectors including infrastructure development and expressed Bangladesh’s willingness
to be a part of the initiative.

Signing of Bilateral Documents and Inauguration of Projects

37. On this occasion, the following bilateral documents were signed and exchanged by the
officials of the Governments of India and Bangladesh:

 Framework of Understanding (FOU) on Cooperation in Hydrocarbon Sector;
 Protocol on Trans-boundary Elephant Conservation;
 MOU regarding Indian Grant Assistance for Implementation of High Impact Community
Development Projects (HICDPs) through Local Bodies and other Public Sector Institutions;
 MOU on Supply of Equipment and Improvement of Garbage / Solid Waste Disposal Ground at
Lamchori Area for Barishal City Corporation;
 Terms of Reference of India-Bangladesh CEOs Forum;
 MoU between Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Memorial Museum,
Dhaka, Bangladesh and the National Museum, New Delhi, India; and
 MoU on Cooperation in the field of Agriculture.

The following bilateral development partnership projects were also inaugurated:

• Beautification and city development project in Rajshahi City;
• Construction of Khalishpur Collegiate Girl’s School in Khulna;
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38. Both the Prime Ministers thanked each other for making this arrangement amidst the new
normal.

39. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for accepting her
invitation to visit Bangladesh in person in March 2021 to join the celebrations on the occasion of
50th anniversary of Bangladesh’s Independence and 50 years of Bangladesh-India diplomatic
relations.

***

DS/SH/AK

1. H.E. Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of the Republic of India and H.E. Sheikh Hasina,
Prime Minister of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh held a Summit in virtual format on 17
December 2020. Both sides held comprehensive discussions on all aspects of bilateral relations,
and exchanged views on regional and international issues.

India-Bangladesh partnership

2. Both Prime Ministers expressed satisfaction over the current state of bilateral relations based
on shared bonds of history, culture, language, and other unique commonalities that characterize
the partnership. They emphasized that relations between Bangladesh and India are based on
fraternal ties and reflective of an all-encompassing partnership based on sovereignty, equality,
trust and understanding that transcends a strategic partnership. They paid solemn tribute to the
martyrs of the Liberation War of Bangladesh, the Muktijoddhas and the Indian soldiers, for their
great sacrifices in 1971. They vowed to uphold and protect the cherished values of democracy
and equality in line with the aspirations of the people of the two friendly countries.

3. The two leaders expressed satisfaction on the progress of various decisions taken during the
official visit of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina to Delhi in October 2019. Both sides also recalled
the successful holding of the Sixth Meeting of the Joint Consultative Commission held in
September 2020.

Cooperation in Health Sector- addressing the global public health challenge

4. Both sides exchanged views on the situation of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic in their
respective countries and expressed satisfaction at the manner in which sustained engagement
between the two countries has been maintained during this ongoing crisis. Reiterating the
highest priority India attaches to Bangladesh under India’s Neighbourhood First Policy, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi assured that vaccines would be made available to Bangladesh as and
when produced in India. Both leaders also noted the ongoing bilateral collaboration between the
private sector in this area.

5. India also offered collaboration in therapeutics and partnership in vaccine production.
Bangladesh appreciated India’s conducting capacity building courses for medical professionals
in Bangla language.

Cultural Cooperation - Joint Celebration of Historical Links

6. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina deeply appreciated the warm gesture of India in organizing
various events on the occasion of ongoing ‘Mujib Borsho’. The two Prime Ministers jointly
unveiled a commemorative postal stamp issued by the Government of India on the occasion of
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birth centenary of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
thanked the Government of Bangladesh for issuing a stamp in honour of Mahatma Gandhi on
the occasion of Gandhiji’s 150th birth anniversary celebrations earlier in September 2020.

7. An introductory video on the digital exhibition to commemorate the two great leaders of the
20th century, Mahatma Gandhi and Bangabandhu, was also screened on this occasion. Both
leaders expressed hope that the exhibition, to be mounted in various cities of Bangladesh and
India and in selected cities worldwide, as well as at the United Nations, will inspire values of
justice, equality and non-violence, particularly amongst the youth.

8. Both sides noted that the filming of the biopic on Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
under the direction of Indian film director Shyam Benegal will commence in January 2021.

9. Noting that the year 2021 will be historic in India Bangladesh bilateral relations as they would
be commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the Liberation War and the establishment of
diplomatic relations between India and Bangladesh, it was agreed to jointly organize several
activities to commemorate these two epochal events in India, Bangladesh and third countries.

10. Bangladesh Prime Minister requested the Indian side to consider Bangladesh’s proposal to
name the historic road from Mujib Nagar to Nodia on Bangladesh-India border as "Shadhinota
Shorok” commemorating the historic significance of the road during Bangladesh’s Liberation
War.

11. Both sides reiterated to continue regular exchanges of groups to promote culture, education,
science and technology, youth and sports and mass media.

Border Management and Security Cooperation

12. Both sides agreed to hold an early meeting of the Joint Boundary Conference to prepare a
new set of strip maps along the stretch of Icchamati, Kalindi, Raimongol and the Hariabhanga
Rivers from Main Pillar 1 to Land Boundary terminus, with a view to finalizing the delineation of
the boundaries as fixed. It was agreed to carry out necessary work to convert the International
Boundary along Kuhsiyara river into a fixed boundary.

13. Bangladesh side reiterated the request for 1.3 km Innocent Passage through river route
along River Padma near Rajshahi District. The Indian side assured to consider the request.

14. Both leaders agreed to facilitate completion of border fencing at all pending sectors at the
international border between both the countries at the earliest beginning from the Tripura (India)-
Bangladesh sector. Both leaders also agreed that loss of civilian lives at the border is a matter of
concern and directed the border forces concerned to enhance coordinate measures to work
towards bringing such border incidents to zero.The leaders stressed on full implementation of
the ongoing Coordinated Border Management Plan. Both sides noted with satisfaction the recent
stepped-up efforts of the two border guarding forces against smuggling of arms, narcotics and
fake currency and to prevent trafficking, particularly of women and children.

15. Noting that Bangladesh and India were prone to frequent natural disasters, the two leaders
directed officials on both sides to expeditiously conclude the MoU in the area of disaster
management cooperation.

16. Recognizing that terrorism remains a threat to global peace and security, both sides
reiterated their strong commitment to eliminating terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.
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17. Both sides emphasized simplifying people to people movement between the two countries.
Bangladesh side requested for early implementation of India’s commitment to remove remaining
restrictions on entry/ exit from land ports in India for Bangladeshis travelling on valid documents
in a phased manner, beginning with checkpoints at Akhaura (Tripura) and Ghojadanga (West
Bengal).

Trade Partnership for Growth

18. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina appreciated the Duty Free and Quota Free access given to
Bangladeshi exports to India under SAFTA since 2011. Both Prime Ministers emphasized on
addressing issues of non-tariff barriers and trade facilitation including port restrictions,
procedural bottlenecks and quarantine restrictions so that both countries can take full advantage
of SAFTA flexibility. The Bangladesh side requested that as India’s export of essential
commodities to Bangladesh are an important factor influencing their domestic market, any
amendments in export-import policy of the Government of India may be conveyed in advance.
The Indian side took note of this request.

19. Both the leaders commended trade and railway officials for the cooperation shown in
maintaining uninterrupted supply chains during COVID-19, including facilitating bilateral trade
through existing rail routes, using side-door container and parcel trains.

20. Recognizing the immense potential of bilateral economic and commercial ties, both Prime
Ministers directed the officials to expeditiously conclude the ongoing joint study on the prospects
of entering into a bilateral Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA).

21. Welcoming the first meeting of the India-Bangladesh Textile Industry Forum, earlier this
year, the leaders emphasized the importance of increased linkages and collaboration in the
textile sector and directed the officials to conclude the ongoing negotiations on the MOU
between Ministry of Textiles, Government of India and Ministry of Textiles and Jute, Government
of Bangladesh at the earliest. They welcomed the consultations on anti-dumping/anti-
circumvention duties imposed on export of jute products from Bangladesh to India held recently
and expressed hope that the issues related to ADD will be resolved expeditiously.

Connectivity for Prosperity

22. The two Prime Ministers noted with satisfaction the continued progress made towards the
restoration of pre-1965 railway linkages between both nations. They jointly inaugurated the
newly restored railway link between Haldibari (India) and Chilahati (Bangladesh) and noted that
this rail link will further strengthen trade and people to people ties between the two sides. It was
decided to operationalize the train as and when the COVID situation improves.

23. The two leaders took stock of the ongoing bilateral connectivity measures and welcomed the
recent initiatives including the signing of the second addendum to the Protocol on Inland Water
Transit and Trade (PIWTT), trial run of trans-shipment of Indian goods from Kolkata to Agartala
via Chattogram and operationalization of Sonamura-Daudkandi Protocol route under the PIWTT.
Both the leaders agreed to expeditiously operationalise trans-shipment of Indian goods through
Chattogram and Mongla Ports.

24. To facilitate better connectivity and simplify movement of passengers and goods between
both the countries, both leaders agreed to an early operationalization of the BBIN Motor
Vehicles Agreement through expeditious signing of the Enabling MoU for Bangladesh, India and
Nepal to commence the movement of goods and passengers, with provision for Bhutan to join at
a later date.
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25. Bangladesh Prime Minister expressed keen interest in the ongoing India Myanmar Thailand
trilateral highway project and sought support of India for enabling Bangladesh to connect with
this project with a view to enhance connectivity between the regions of South and South East
Asia. In the same spirit, the Indian side requested Bangladesh to allow connectivity from West
Bengal (Hilli) to Meghalaya (Mahendraganj) via Bangladesh.

26. India reiterated its request to the Government of Bangladesh of having at least one Land
Port with minimal negative list between the each neighbouring states of India and Bangladesh,
beginning with Agartala-Akhaura. Bangladesh side proposed that Bangladeshi trucks avail of the
Feni Bridge, once completed, for transportation of goods from Chattogram port to the North East
of India.

27. Acknowledging the vibrant development partnership between the two countries, both sides
stressed on active operationalization of the recently-constituted High Level Monitoring
Committee headed by Secretary, Economic Relations Division from Bangladesh and the High
Commissioner of India in Dhaka to regularly review the progress of the LOC Projects for their
early completion.

28. Both sides noted with satisfaction the commencement of a temporary Air Travel Bubble
between the two sides to facilitate the urgent requirements of travellers on both sides during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Bangladesh side also requested the Indian side to resume regular travel
through land ports at the earliest

Cooperation in Water Resources, Power and Energy:

29. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina highlighted the need for early signing of interim agreement for
sharing of the Teesta waters, as agreed upon by both the governments in 2011. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi reiterated India’s sincere commitment and continued efforts of the Government
of India in that regard.

30. The two leaders underscored the need for early conclusion of Framework of Interim
Agreement on sharing of waters of six joint rivers, namely, Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti, Dharla
and Dudhkumar.

31. Bangladesh side requested the Indian side to inform its concerned border authorities to allow
excavation work of the remaining portion of the Rahimpur Khal for utilization of Kushiyara River
waters for irrigation purposes. The Indian side was also requested to provide early concurrence
on the proposed MoU to be signed between the two countries for monitoring the withdrawal of
water from the Kushiyara River by both the sides, pending signing of the Treaty/Agreement
regarding sharing of water of the Kushiyara River. The two leaders recalled the positive
contribution of the Joint Rivers Commission and looked forward to the next round of Secretarial
level JRC meeting at the earliest.

32. Both sides expressed satisfaction at the robust cooperation in the power and energy sector,
including between the private sector. It was agreed to expedite implementation of projects
including India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline, Maitree Super Thermal Power Project as well
as other projects. Both sides welcomed the signing of the Framework of Understanding on
Cooperation in the Hydrocarbon Sector which would further augment energy linkages by
streamlining investments, technology transfer, joint studies, training and promoting hydrocarbon
connectivity. It was also agreed to enhance cooperation in energy efficiency and clean energy,
including in biofuels.In line with commitment of both countries to move towards green, clean,
renewable sources of energy, it was agreed to strengthen subregional cooperation including with
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Nepal and Bhutan. Both sides also agreed to strengthen cooperation in the area of power and
energy connectivity.

Forcibly Displaced Persons from the Rakhine State of Myanmar

33. Prime Minister Narendra Modi appreciated the generosity of Bangladesh in sheltering and
providing humanitarian assistance to the 1.1 million forcibly displaced persons from the Rakhine
State of Myanmar. Both Prime Ministers reiterated the importance of their safe, speedy and
sustainable return. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina congratulated India on its election as a
member of the United Nations Security Council. She expressed Bangladesh’s expectation to see
India assist in the repatriation of the forcibly displaced Rohingyas back to Myanmar.

Partners in the Region and the World

34. Prime Minister Narendra Modi thanked Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina for supporting India in
its election to the United Nations Security Council. Both countries agreed to continue working
together towards achieving early reforms of the UN Security Council, combating climate change,
attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and protection of the rights of
migrants. Both Prime Ministers reaffirmed the need for developed countries to fulfill their
commitments under the Global Partnership for ensuring the means of implementation of the
SDGs as enshrined in the Agenda 2030.

35. Both leaders highlighted that given the regional and global economic scenarios following the
outbreak of COVID 19, regional organisations, such as SAARC and BIMSTEC have an
important role to play. Bangladesh Prime Minister thanked the Indian Prime Minister for
convening the SAARC leaders Video Conference in March 2020 in the outbreak of COVID-19.
She also thanked the Indian Prime Minister for proposing creation of the SAARC Emergency
Response Fund to counter effects of the global pandemic in the South Asian region. Bangladesh
Prime Minister also reiterated the proposal for establishment of a SAARC Medical and Public
Health Research Institute and sought support in this regard. Bangladesh will assume
chairmanship of the IORA in 2021 and requested the support of India for working towards
greater maritime safety and security. Prime Minister Modi appreciated the Presidency of
Bangladesh at the Climate Vulnerable Forum in the current tenure.

36. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina appreciated the work of the New Development Bank and
thanked India for inviting Bangladesh to join the Institution. She welcomed the work of the Bank
in multiple sectors including infrastructure development and expressed Bangladesh’s willingness
to be a part of the initiative.

Signing of Bilateral Documents and Inauguration of Projects

37. On this occasion, the following bilateral documents were signed and exchanged by the
officials of the Governments of India and Bangladesh:

 Framework of Understanding (FOU) on Cooperation in Hydrocarbon Sector;
 Protocol on Trans-boundary Elephant Conservation;
 MOU regarding Indian Grant Assistance for Implementation of High Impact Community
Development Projects (HICDPs) through Local Bodies and other Public Sector Institutions;
 MOU on Supply of Equipment and Improvement of Garbage / Solid Waste Disposal Ground at
Lamchori Area for Barishal City Corporation;
 Terms of Reference of India-Bangladesh CEOs Forum;
 MoU between Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Memorial Museum,
Dhaka, Bangladesh and the National Museum, New Delhi, India; and
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 MoU on Cooperation in the field of Agriculture.

The following bilateral development partnership projects were also inaugurated:

• Beautification and city development project in Rajshahi City;
• Construction of Khalishpur Collegiate Girl’s School in Khulna;

38. Both the Prime Ministers thanked each other for making this arrangement amidst the new
normal.

39. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for accepting her
invitation to visit Bangladesh in person in March 2021 to join the celebrations on the occasion of
50th anniversary of Bangladesh’s Independence and 50 years of Bangladesh-India diplomatic
relations.

***

DS/SH/AK

END
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-12-22

WHAT IS BEHIND PM OLI’S MOVE TO CALL FOR SNAP
POLLS?

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

K.P. Sharma Oli  

The year 2020 was planned as the ‘Visit Nepal Year’ by Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli.
Supported by a good flow of remittances and robust forex reserves, Nepal was looking forward
to make the most out of the year. It expected to capitalise on the tourism sector and planned to
declare itself as a Himalayan power with a brand new global think tank meeting called
‘Sagarmatha Samvaad’. At the end, however, COVID-19 and a political crisis within the ruling
Nepal Communist Party prompted Mr. Oli to take an unscripted path. Why did Prime Minister Oli
dissolve Parliament when the House had two more years to serve?

One of the main issues was the growing dissatisfaction over Mr. Oli’s handling of the COVID-19
pandemic, which drew relentless criticism from his party colleagues, especially from stalwart
leaders in the central committee and the standing committee. Together, these committees work
like the polit bureau of a typical communist party.

The COVID-19 factor

One of the first to criticise the Nepal government’s handling of COVID-19 was Pushpa Kamal
Dahal ‘Prachanda’. Mr. Prachanda raised strong criticism of the government and mentioned the
need to investigate reported irregularities in his Parliament speeches. He kept reminding the
country of the need to have a wider discussion on COVID-19 even during the vote and
discussion on the Kalapani dispute in Parliament.

PM Oli hit back at his critics on the COVID-19 issue in his own style and cited the “southern
border” of Nepal — a synonym for India — as the reason for the increasing COVID-19 count. His
critics pointed at a hint of scandal in the health sector because of the government’s allegedly
non-transparent purchases to deal with the pandemic requirements. Nepal is yet to zero in on a
viable vaccine as a result of the disorder in this crucial matter.

As COVID-19 infections increased in Nepal, Mr. Prachanda kept up his attack on the Prime
Minister. Mr. Oli responded by resorting to diversionary tactics. He repeatedly raked up the
‘Indian hand’ issue, and even went to the extent of claiming that the existence of the “real”
Ayodhya is inside Nepalese territory.

Sensing an opportunity, the critics in the standing committee of the party, led by Mr. Prachanda
and former Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal, urged Mr. Oli to agree to the “one man, one
post” formula. Under this, Prime Minister Oli would cease to be a co-chair of the party and give
organisational control to the other co-chair, Mr. Prachanda. Both the leaders held around a
dozen meetings on this issue, which, however, failed to reach any consensus. In the face of a
continued deadlock, the standing committee, with its block of pro-Prachanda members,
repeatedly summoned the PM to explain the government’s functioning, but Mr. Oli, on more than
one occasion, skipped such consultations.

Hunger for power
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“The breakdown in the political dialogue within the Nepal Communist Party is largely because of
Mr. Oli’s hunger for power,” said Swarnim Wagle, who chairs the Kathmandu-based Institute for
Integrated Development Studies. “It’s a suicidal move for PM Oli to call for election as there is no
scope for such a move under the Constitution. At least eight writ petitions have been filed in the
Supreme Court already and there is no way that he can win a case in the court.”

At the end, Mr. Oli failed the test set up by powerful members within the party, such as Mr.
Prachanda, which led to his lack of majority in the parliamentary party of the NCP. He has,
therefore, acted to avert a no-confidence motion that was being mooted by some of his
colleagues. Mr. Oli made the first move and has succeeded with help from the President. But for
the success of his “coup”, he also requires support from the judiciary and parts of the NCP. The
coming days will determine if Mr. Oli will pass the biggest test of his career.
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-12-22

DELHI HAS LITTLE ROLE TO PLAY BUT WATCH THE
INTERNAL DYNAMICS OF NEPAL’S DOMESTIC
POLITICS PLAY OUT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli’s move to opt for fresh elections rather than bow to the demands
from within the Nepal Communist Party (NCP) to accommodate his rivals in the power structure
has pushed Nepal into political uncertainty. Oli’s recommendation on Sunday to dismiss the
House of Representatives and have fresh elections, nearly two years ahead of schedule, was
immediately accepted by President Bidya Devi Bhandari. Legal experts and politicians described
the decision as a “constitutional coup” and have challenged it in the Supreme Court. All these
moves will test the fragile consensus on the country’s constitution and, possibly, force a vertical
split in the NCP.

The origins of the current crisis can be traced back to the formation of the NCP in 2018, after the
merger of the CPN-United Marxist Leninist and CPN-Maoist Centre. Oli, the face of CPN-UML,
had led the combine to nearly a two-thirds majority in the elections the previous year. Though it
was decided that power will be shared between leaders of the two parties that merged, Oli was
reluctant. Confident that it was his popularity on account of taking a strident anti-India position in
the wake of the 2015 border blockade that enabled the communist alliance to sweep the polls,
Oli chose to impose his will on the NCP. This was bound to deepen the divisions within the
party. The CPN-UML and the CPN-Maoist had been bitter rivals after the communist movement
split in the 1990s over ideological issues and the Maoists launched a guerrilla war against
Kathmandu. For years, Oli had demanded that the Maoists under Pushpa Kamal Dahal be held
accountable for war crimes, including the killings of CPN-UML cadres. These differences were
papered over when the two parties decided to contest to parliament under a new constitution in
2017 and merge into one outfit post elections. Clearly, there has been no reconciliation within
the outfit. Besides, party rivals have accused Oli of engaging in one upmanship and unwilling to
share power. On his part, Oli sought to fob off all criticism about his conduct by suggesting that
his rivals were conspiring with India to remove him from office.

Oli had the mandate to iron out the rough edges of the constitution, address the concerns of
Madhesi groups, and strengthen Nepal’s institutions. But he preferred to consolidate power and
sought to rally support by adopting anti India postures and cosying up to China. With the NCP
unravelling and Oli preferring fresh elections over a truce with rivals, Delhi has little role to play
but watch the internal dynamics of Nepal’s domestic politics play out. Given the internecine wars
and erosion of his own standing within, an election may not deliver the clean slate that Oli is
hoping for.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2020-12-22

INDIA - VIETNAM JOINT VISION FOR PEACE,
PROSPERITY AND PEOPLE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: South-East Asia, ASEAN and India

H.E. Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of the Republic of India and H.E. Nguyen Xuan Phuc, Prime
Minister of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam co-chaired a Virtual Summit on 21 December 2020,
during which they exchanged views on wide-ranging bilateral, regional and global issues and set
forth the following Joint Vision for Peace, Prosperity and People to guide the future development
of India - Vietnam Comprehensive Strategic Partnership:

Peace

1. Reaffirming their mutual desire to further strengthen their Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, the leaders agreed to step up regular high-level and institutionalized exchanges
building upon the foundations of deep-rooted historical and cultural bonds, shared values and
interests, mutual strategic trust and understanding and shared commitment to international law.
They will add new substance and impetus to bilateral cooperation in all areas of engagement,
support each other’s national development and work towards achieving a peaceful, stable,
secure, free, open, inclusive and rules-based region.

2. Recognizing the important role of their cooperation amidst the emerging geopolitical and
geoeconomic landscape in the region and beyond, the leaders agreed that enhanced defence
and security partnership between India and Vietnam will be an important factor of stability in the
Indo-Pacific region. To this end, the two sides will step up their military-to-military exchanges,
training and capacity building programmes across the three services and coast guards and will
intensify their defence industry collaboration building on India’s defence credit lines extended to
Vietnam. They will further institutionalize defence exchanges through mutual logistics support,
regular ship visits, joint exercises, exchanges in military Science & Technology, information
sharing, and cooperation in UN peacekeeping. Both sides will engage more closely through
institutionalized dialogue mechanisms in dealing with traditional and non-traditional security
threats in cyber and maritime domains, terrorism, natural disasters, health security, water
security, transnational crimes etc, including through enhanced legal and judicial cooperation,
where required.

3. Underlining the link between prosperity and security, the leaders reaffirmed the importance of
maintaining peace, stability, security and freedom of navigation and overflight in the South China
Sea, while pursuing the peaceful resolution of disputes in accordance with international law,
particularly the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), without
resorting to threat or use of force. Both leaders underscored the importance of non-militarisation
and self-restraint in the conduct of all activities by claimants and all other states, and avoidance
of actions that could further complicate the situation or escalate disputes affecting peace and
stability. Both leaders emphasized the legal framework set out by the UNCLOS within which all
activities in the oceans and seas must be carried out, and that UNCLOS is the basis for
determining maritime entitlements, sovereign rights, jurisdiction and legitimate interests over
maritime zones. Both leaders further called for the full and effective implementation of the
Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) in its entirety and the
substantive negotiations towards the early conclusion of a substantive and effective Code of
Conduct in the South China Sea (COC) in accordance with international law, especially
UNCLOS, that does not prejudice the legitimate rights and interests of all nations including those
not party to these negotiations.
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4. Noting the importance of ASEAN-India cooperation in sustaining peace, security and
prosperity in the region, the leaders welcome the opportunities to foster practical cooperation
between ASEAN and India in the key areas and in line with the objectives and principles as
stated in the ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific (AOIP) and India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative
(IPOI) to further promote partnership in the Indo-Pacific region, including their shared focus on
ASEAN-centrality. The two sides will also explore new and practical collaborations to build
capacities in blue economy, maritime security and safety, marine environment and sustainable
use of maritime resources, and maritime connectivity, in order to ensure security and growth for
all in the region.

5. Deriving strength from commonalities in their approaches and views on regional and global
issues, their shared respect for international law and rules-based order, and their belief in
inclusivity and equity in the global discourse, both sides will strengthen multilateral and regional
cooperation, including in the United Nations, ASEAN-led mechanisms and Mekong sub-regional
cooperation. The two sides will actively promote reformed multilateralism to make international
organizations, including the UN Security Council, more representative, contemporary and
capable of dealing with current challenges. They will encourage experience-sharing and
cooperation in the management of Covid-19 pandemic, support on-line training of health
professionals, forge institutional cooperation in vaccine development, promote open supply
chains, facilitate essential cross-border movement of people, and maintain close contact and
coordination in multilateral bodies like the WHO.

6. Recognizing the threat emanating from terrorism, violent extremism and radicalism to world
peace and humanity, their resolve to combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations,
including cross-border terrorism, terror financing networks and safe havens, will be put into
action through greater coordination in bilateral, regional and global efforts. The two sides will
step up joint efforts in building a strong consensus for early adoption of the Comprehensive
Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT).

Prosperity

7. Acknowledging the new challenges as well as opportunities brought upon by COVID-19
pandemic, the two sides will work towards reliable, efficient and resilient supply chains, and will
promote human-centric globalization. They will strive to achieve the target of US$15 billion of
trade turnover at the earliest and will set higher levels of ambition for bilateral trade based on a
concrete plan of action and new supply chains located in each other’s country.

8. Recognizing the strong complementarities between India’s large domestic market and the
vision of self-reliance on the one hand and Vietnam’s growing economic vitality and capabilities
on the other, both sides will constantly upgrade their bilateral economic engagement by
facilitating long-term investments in each other’s economy, promoting joint ventures, engaging in
new global value chains, enhancing physical and digital connectivity, encouraging e-Commerce,
facilitating business travels, upgrading regional trading architecture and mutually providing
greater market access. New horizons for partnership created by India’s goal to become a US$5
trillion economy by 2024 and Vietnam’s ambition to become a high-income economy by 2045
will be fully explored for all segments of economy, including MSMEs and farming communities of
the two countries.

9. Underlining the shared quest for progress and prosperity as two emerging economies with
young population, the economic and development partnership between India and Vietnam will
be increasingly driven by the promise of new technologies, innovation, and digitization to deliver
good governance, people’s empowerment, and sustainable and inclusive development. To this
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end, both sides will harness synergies between India’s "Digital India” mission and Vietnam’s
"Digital Society” vision, and deepen cooperation in peaceful uses of nuclear and space
technologies, transformative technologies in Information and Communication Technology, ocean
sciences, sustainable agriculture, water resource management, holistic healthcare, vaccines and
pharmaceuticals, smart cities and start-ups.

10. Reaffirming their shared commitment to sustainable development and climate action, while
addressing their energy security as developing countries, both sides will partner in new and
renewable energy resources, energy conservation and other climate-resilient technologies.
Vietnam’s possible future participation in International Solar Alliance would bring new
opportunities for cooperation in large scale deployment of solar energy. At the same time, the
two sides will further strengthen their long-standing partnership in the oil and gas sector,
including through possible exploration projects in third countries and collaboration in
downstream projects. Both sides will strengthen cooperation in adaptation to climate change and
to this end, India looks forward to Vietnam’s joining the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure in the near future.

11. Recognizing the important role played by their Development Partnership in delivering
concrete and diverse benefits to local communities and thus contributing to Sustainable
Development Goals, India’s development assistance and capacity building outreach in Vietnam
will be further reinforced, including by expanding the Mekong - Ganga Quick Impact Projects
and ITEC and e-ITEC programmes in diverse sectors.

People

12. Emphasizing the deep cultural and historical bonds between India and Vietnam, the two
sides will commemorate and promote understanding and research of their shared cultural and
civilizational heritage, including Buddhist and Cham cultures, traditions and ancient scriptures.
Cooperation in conservation of shared cultural heritage will be pursued as a key pillar of their
development partnership. Traditional systems of medicine are of great significance for both
countries in achieving the Sustainable Development Goal 2 and 3. Owing to cultural exchange
between the two countries for past thousands of years, the traditional systems of medicine like
Ayurveda and Vietnam-Traditional Medicine share many common threads of rich knowledge of
health. Yoga has emerged as symbol of peace and harmony and shared pursuit of spiritual
wellbeing and happiness. Both the countries are committed to cooperate on strengthening the
traditional systems of medicine and their evidence-based integration for the well-being of people.
Both sides will actively cooperate to publish an Encyclopaedia of India - Vietnam Cultural and
Civilizational Relations to mark the 50th anniversary of India - Vietnam diplomatic relations in
2022.

13. Recognizing the strength and support their relationship derives from the mutually friendly
sentiments of peoples of the two countries, the two sides will intensify efforts to promote closer
people-to-people exchanges by increasing direct flights, providing ease of travelling through
simplified visa procedures and facilitating tourism. They will further strengthen and
institutionalize linkages such as Parliamentary exchanges; relations between Indian States and
Vietnamese Provinces; exchanges between political parties, social organisations, friendship
groups and youth organizations; collaboration between educational and academic institutions;
engagement between think tanks; joint research programmes; educational scholarships; and
exchanges in media, film, TV shows and sports. They will also facilitate cooperation between
respective agencies on the two sides to promote contents related to India - Vietnam relations
and their historical links in each other’s school textbooks.

14. Both Prime Ministers expressed confidence that their above shared Vision will serve as a
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cornerstone for a new era of India - Vietnam Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. In order to
realize this vision, concrete Plans of Action will be worked out by the two sides periodically,
beginning that for 2021-2023.

Outcomes:

(a) While adopting this Joint Vision Statement, both Leaders welcomed the signing of Plan of
Action for period 2021-2023.
(b) Both Prime Ministers expressed satisfaction over the successful implementation of the High
Speed Guard Boat (HSGB) Manufacturing Project for Vietnam Border Guard Command under
the US$ 100 million Defence Line of Credit extended by Government of India to Vietnam, and
the handing over of completed HSGB to Vietnam, launch of HSGBs manufactured in India and
the keel laying of HSGBs manufactured in Vietnam.
(c) Both Leaders appreciated the completion of seven Development Projects with Indian ‘Grant-
in-Aid’ Assistance of US$ 1.5 million for the benefit of local community in Vietnam’s Ninh Thuan
province.
( d )  B o t h  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r s  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o v e r  s i g n i n g  o f
MOUs/Agreements/Implementing Arrangements as well as Announcements for further
strengthening bilateral cooperation in various spheres as listed below:

MOUs/Agreements signed:

1. Implementing Arrangement on Defence Industry Cooperation.
2. Agreement for US$ 5 million Indian Grant Assistance for Army Software Park at National
Telecommunications University, Nha Trang.
3. Implementing Arrangement between CUNPKO-VNDPKO for Cooperation in United Nation
Peacekeeping.
4. MOU between India’s Atomic Energy Regulatory Board and Vietnam Agency for Radiation
and Nuclear Safety.
5. MOU between CSIR-Indian Institute of Petroleum and Vietnam Petroleum Institute.
6. MOU between National Solar Federation of India and Vietnam Clean Energy Association.
7. MOU between Tata Memorial Centre and Vietnam National Cancer Hospital.

Announcements:

1. Enhancing the number of Quick Impact Projects from currently 5 per year to 10 per year
commencing FY 2021-2022.
2. New Development Partnership projects in heritage conservation in Vietnam (F-block of
Temple at My Son; Dong Duong Buddhist Monastery in Quang Nam and Nhan Cham Tower in
Phu Yen).
3 Launch of a bilateral project for Encyclopedia on India - Vietnam Civilizational and Cultural
Interactions.

 

****

DS/SH/AK

H.E. Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of the Republic of India and H.E. Nguyen Xuan Phuc, Prime
Minister of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam co-chaired a Virtual Summit on 21 December 2020,
during which they exchanged views on wide-ranging bilateral, regional and global issues and set
forth the following Joint Vision for Peace, Prosperity and People to guide the future development
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of India - Vietnam Comprehensive Strategic Partnership:

Peace

1. Reaffirming their mutual desire to further strengthen their Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, the leaders agreed to step up regular high-level and institutionalized exchanges
building upon the foundations of deep-rooted historical and cultural bonds, shared values and
interests, mutual strategic trust and understanding and shared commitment to international law.
They will add new substance and impetus to bilateral cooperation in all areas of engagement,
support each other’s national development and work towards achieving a peaceful, stable,
secure, free, open, inclusive and rules-based region.

2. Recognizing the important role of their cooperation amidst the emerging geopolitical and
geoeconomic landscape in the region and beyond, the leaders agreed that enhanced defence
and security partnership between India and Vietnam will be an important factor of stability in the
Indo-Pacific region. To this end, the two sides will step up their military-to-military exchanges,
training and capacity building programmes across the three services and coast guards and will
intensify their defence industry collaboration building on India’s defence credit lines extended to
Vietnam. They will further institutionalize defence exchanges through mutual logistics support,
regular ship visits, joint exercises, exchanges in military Science & Technology, information
sharing, and cooperation in UN peacekeeping. Both sides will engage more closely through
institutionalized dialogue mechanisms in dealing with traditional and non-traditional security
threats in cyber and maritime domains, terrorism, natural disasters, health security, water
security, transnational crimes etc, including through enhanced legal and judicial cooperation,
where required.

3. Underlining the link between prosperity and security, the leaders reaffirmed the importance of
maintaining peace, stability, security and freedom of navigation and overflight in the South China
Sea, while pursuing the peaceful resolution of disputes in accordance with international law,
particularly the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), without
resorting to threat or use of force. Both leaders underscored the importance of non-militarisation
and self-restraint in the conduct of all activities by claimants and all other states, and avoidance
of actions that could further complicate the situation or escalate disputes affecting peace and
stability. Both leaders emphasized the legal framework set out by the UNCLOS within which all
activities in the oceans and seas must be carried out, and that UNCLOS is the basis for
determining maritime entitlements, sovereign rights, jurisdiction and legitimate interests over
maritime zones. Both leaders further called for the full and effective implementation of the
Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) in its entirety and the
substantive negotiations towards the early conclusion of a substantive and effective Code of
Conduct in the South China Sea (COC) in accordance with international law, especially
UNCLOS, that does not prejudice the legitimate rights and interests of all nations including those
not party to these negotiations.

4. Noting the importance of ASEAN-India cooperation in sustaining peace, security and
prosperity in the region, the leaders welcome the opportunities to foster practical cooperation
between ASEAN and India in the key areas and in line with the objectives and principles as
stated in the ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific (AOIP) and India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative
(IPOI) to further promote partnership in the Indo-Pacific region, including their shared focus on
ASEAN-centrality. The two sides will also explore new and practical collaborations to build
capacities in blue economy, maritime security and safety, marine environment and sustainable
use of maritime resources, and maritime connectivity, in order to ensure security and growth for
all in the region.



Page 83

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

5. Deriving strength from commonalities in their approaches and views on regional and global
issues, their shared respect for international law and rules-based order, and their belief in
inclusivity and equity in the global discourse, both sides will strengthen multilateral and regional
cooperation, including in the United Nations, ASEAN-led mechanisms and Mekong sub-regional
cooperation. The two sides will actively promote reformed multilateralism to make international
organizations, including the UN Security Council, more representative, contemporary and
capable of dealing with current challenges. They will encourage experience-sharing and
cooperation in the management of Covid-19 pandemic, support on-line training of health
professionals, forge institutional cooperation in vaccine development, promote open supply
chains, facilitate essential cross-border movement of people, and maintain close contact and
coordination in multilateral bodies like the WHO.

6. Recognizing the threat emanating from terrorism, violent extremism and radicalism to world
peace and humanity, their resolve to combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations,
including cross-border terrorism, terror financing networks and safe havens, will be put into
action through greater coordination in bilateral, regional and global efforts. The two sides will
step up joint efforts in building a strong consensus for early adoption of the Comprehensive
Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT).

Prosperity

7. Acknowledging the new challenges as well as opportunities brought upon by COVID-19
pandemic, the two sides will work towards reliable, efficient and resilient supply chains, and will
promote human-centric globalization. They will strive to achieve the target of US$15 billion of
trade turnover at the earliest and will set higher levels of ambition for bilateral trade based on a
concrete plan of action and new supply chains located in each other’s country.

8. Recognizing the strong complementarities between India’s large domestic market and the
vision of self-reliance on the one hand and Vietnam’s growing economic vitality and capabilities
on the other, both sides will constantly upgrade their bilateral economic engagement by
facilitating long-term investments in each other’s economy, promoting joint ventures, engaging in
new global value chains, enhancing physical and digital connectivity, encouraging e-Commerce,
facilitating business travels, upgrading regional trading architecture and mutually providing
greater market access. New horizons for partnership created by India’s goal to become a US$5
trillion economy by 2024 and Vietnam’s ambition to become a high-income economy by 2045
will be fully explored for all segments of economy, including MSMEs and farming communities of
the two countries.

9. Underlining the shared quest for progress and prosperity as two emerging economies with
young population, the economic and development partnership between India and Vietnam will
be increasingly driven by the promise of new technologies, innovation, and digitization to deliver
good governance, people’s empowerment, and sustainable and inclusive development. To this
end, both sides will harness synergies between India’s "Digital India” mission and Vietnam’s
"Digital Society” vision, and deepen cooperation in peaceful uses of nuclear and space
technologies, transformative technologies in Information and Communication Technology, ocean
sciences, sustainable agriculture, water resource management, holistic healthcare, vaccines and
pharmaceuticals, smart cities and start-ups.

10. Reaffirming their shared commitment to sustainable development and climate action, while
addressing their energy security as developing countries, both sides will partner in new and
renewable energy resources, energy conservation and other climate-resilient technologies.
Vietnam’s possible future participation in International Solar Alliance would bring new
opportunities for cooperation in large scale deployment of solar energy. At the same time, the
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two sides will further strengthen their long-standing partnership in the oil and gas sector,
including through possible exploration projects in third countries and collaboration in
downstream projects. Both sides will strengthen cooperation in adaptation to climate change and
to this end, India looks forward to Vietnam’s joining the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure in the near future.

11. Recognizing the important role played by their Development Partnership in delivering
concrete and diverse benefits to local communities and thus contributing to Sustainable
Development Goals, India’s development assistance and capacity building outreach in Vietnam
will be further reinforced, including by expanding the Mekong - Ganga Quick Impact Projects
and ITEC and e-ITEC programmes in diverse sectors.

People

12. Emphasizing the deep cultural and historical bonds between India and Vietnam, the two
sides will commemorate and promote understanding and research of their shared cultural and
civilizational heritage, including Buddhist and Cham cultures, traditions and ancient scriptures.
Cooperation in conservation of shared cultural heritage will be pursued as a key pillar of their
development partnership. Traditional systems of medicine are of great significance for both
countries in achieving the Sustainable Development Goal 2 and 3. Owing to cultural exchange
between the two countries for past thousands of years, the traditional systems of medicine like
Ayurveda and Vietnam-Traditional Medicine share many common threads of rich knowledge of
health. Yoga has emerged as symbol of peace and harmony and shared pursuit of spiritual
wellbeing and happiness. Both the countries are committed to cooperate on strengthening the
traditional systems of medicine and their evidence-based integration for the well-being of people.
Both sides will actively cooperate to publish an Encyclopaedia of India - Vietnam Cultural and
Civilizational Relations to mark the 50th anniversary of India - Vietnam diplomatic relations in
2022.

13. Recognizing the strength and support their relationship derives from the mutually friendly
sentiments of peoples of the two countries, the two sides will intensify efforts to promote closer
people-to-people exchanges by increasing direct flights, providing ease of travelling through
simplified visa procedures and facilitating tourism. They will further strengthen and
institutionalize linkages such as Parliamentary exchanges; relations between Indian States and
Vietnamese Provinces; exchanges between political parties, social organisations, friendship
groups and youth organizations; collaboration between educational and academic institutions;
engagement between think tanks; joint research programmes; educational scholarships; and
exchanges in media, film, TV shows and sports. They will also facilitate cooperation between
respective agencies on the two sides to promote contents related to India - Vietnam relations
and their historical links in each other’s school textbooks.

14. Both Prime Ministers expressed confidence that their above shared Vision will serve as a
cornerstone for a new era of India - Vietnam Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. In order to
realize this vision, concrete Plans of Action will be worked out by the two sides periodically,
beginning that for 2021-2023.

Outcomes:

(a) While adopting this Joint Vision Statement, both Leaders welcomed the signing of Plan of
Action for period 2021-2023.
(b) Both Prime Ministers expressed satisfaction over the successful implementation of the High
Speed Guard Boat (HSGB) Manufacturing Project for Vietnam Border Guard Command under
the US$ 100 million Defence Line of Credit extended by Government of India to Vietnam, and
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the handing over of completed HSGB to Vietnam, launch of HSGBs manufactured in India and
the keel laying of HSGBs manufactured in Vietnam.
(c) Both Leaders appreciated the completion of seven Development Projects with Indian ‘Grant-
in-Aid’ Assistance of US$ 1.5 million for the benefit of local community in Vietnam’s Ninh Thuan
province.
( d )  B o t h  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r s  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o v e r  s i g n i n g  o f
MOUs/Agreements/Implementing Arrangements as well as Announcements for further
strengthening bilateral cooperation in various spheres as listed below:

MOUs/Agreements signed:

1. Implementing Arrangement on Defence Industry Cooperation.
2. Agreement for US$ 5 million Indian Grant Assistance for Army Software Park at National
Telecommunications University, Nha Trang.
3. Implementing Arrangement between CUNPKO-VNDPKO for Cooperation in United Nation
Peacekeeping.
4. MOU between India’s Atomic Energy Regulatory Board and Vietnam Agency for Radiation
and Nuclear Safety.
5. MOU between CSIR-Indian Institute of Petroleum and Vietnam Petroleum Institute.
6. MOU between National Solar Federation of India and Vietnam Clean Energy Association.
7. MOU between Tata Memorial Centre and Vietnam National Cancer Hospital.

Announcements:

1. Enhancing the number of Quick Impact Projects from currently 5 per year to 10 per year
commencing FY 2021-2022.
2. New Development Partnership projects in heritage conservation in Vietnam (F-block of
Temple at My Son; Dong Duong Buddhist Monastery in Quang Nam and Nhan Cham Tower in
Phu Yen).
3 Launch of a bilateral project for Encyclopedia on India - Vietnam Civilizational and Cultural
Interactions.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-12-23

CHINA SLAMS U.S. OVER TIBET BILL, S. CHINA SEA
‘TRESPASS’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The United States and China on Tuesday sparred over Tibet and the South China Sea, with new
moves from Washington marking the start of the last month of President Donald Trump in office
fuelling fresh tensions in an already fraught relationship.

On Tuesday, China hit out at the U.S. for passing the Tibetan Policy and Support Act (TPSA), a
landmark legislation that calls for the opening of a U.S. consulate in Lhasa and also underlines
U.S. backing for the Dalai Lama to determine his successor.

The Act said such decisions “should be made by the appropriate religious authorities within the
Tibetan Buddhist tradition” with the “wishes of the 14th Dalai Lama... [playing] a determinative
role”, and described “interference” in the succession by China as “a clear violation of the
fundamental religious freedoms for Tibetan Buddhists and the Tibetan people”.

With the Act, the U.S. will back the choice made by the Dalai Lama, even as China has made
clear it would anoint its own successor, just as it did by naming its own 11th Panchen Lama in
1995 as Gyancain Norbu, rejecting the Dalai Lama-backed candidate, Gedhun Choekyi Nima,
aged six at the time, who has not been seen in public since.

China said it “resolutely opposes” the “adoption of Bills containing such ill contents on China”.

“Issues related to Tibet, Taiwan and Hong Kong concern China's sovereignty and territorial
integrity. They are China’s internal affairs that allow no foreign interference,” Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said.

“The Chinese government is determined in safeguarding national sovereignty, security and
development interests. We urge the U.S. to stop meddling in our domestic affairs under those
pretexts, refrain from signing the bills or implementing the negative contents and items in them
that target China and undercut China's interests, so as to avoid further damaging overall China-
U.S. cooperation and bilateral relations.”

‘Momentous landmark’

The passing of the TPSA, which will have to be signed into law by Mr. Trump, was welcomed by
the “government-in-exile” in Dharamsala and its leader or Sikyong Lobsang Sangay, who
described it as “a momentous landmark for the Tibetan people” and said “by passing the TPSA,
Congress has sent its message loud and clear that Tibet remains a priority for the U.S”.

China also slammed new moves by the Trump administration to add 58 Chinese companies to a
list of firms that it says have links to the Chinese military and to restrict visas for Chinese officials
linked with human rights abuses.

“The U.S. has been abusing state power and national security concept to suppress and contain
certain foreign companies by applying measures such as export control,” Mr. Wang said, adding
that the U.S. was “weaponising its visa policy to impose various visa sanctions on Chinese
individuals citing so-called issues related to Hong Kong, Xinjiang, Tibet, religion and human
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rights”.

Naval dispute

Both sides also clashed over the South China Sea, with the Chinese military on Tuesday saying
it had “warned” a U.S. destroyer sailing in waters off the disputed Spratly islands (called Nansha
by China).

“On December 22, the US guided missile destroyer USS John S. McCain trespassed into the
waters adjacent to China’s Nansha islands and reefs without Chinese government’s permission,
and the naval and aerial forces of the Chinese PLA Southern Theater Command conducted
whole-process tracking and monitoring on the U.S. destroyer and warned it off,” said Air Force
Senior Colonel Tian Junli, spokesperson for the PLA Southern Theater Command, accusing the
U.S. of “seriously violating China’s sovereignty and security, and gravely undermining peace and
stability in the South China Sea”.

This was the ninth freedom of navigation operation conducted this year by the U.S., the most in
the past five years, according to South China Sea Strategic Situation Probing Initiative, a
Beijing-based think tank, reported the Communist Party-run Global Times .

Issues related to Tibet, Taiwan and Hong Kong concern China's sovereignty and
territorial integrity. They are China’s internal affairs...

Wang Wenbin

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-12-23

SHYAM SARAN WRITES: FOR INDIA, DESPITE A
RISING CHINA, THIS IS A FAVOURABLE
GEOPOLITICAL MOMENT WHICH IT MUST SEIZE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

The year ends with a sigh of relief and anticipated redemption. Scientists the world over have
delivered with unprecedented speed a set of vaccines which may deliver us, in time, from the
scourge of COVID-19. This news comes appropriately on the eve of Christmas and the turn of
the year, traditionally an occasion of renewal, and rekindled hopes for a better year ahead.
These sentiments will be more intense, more deeply felt than in recent years with lives having
been rudely disrupted, relationships made distant and tinged with yearning and a pall of
uncertainty and sense of future dread sweeping across the world.

But while the gloom may be slowly lifting, the world will repair only slowly and there are worrying
intimations of other crises looming round the corner. We are at an inflexion point, marking a
watershed in human experience. But there are several paths ahead, several choices that
beckon, except that there is no path to retrace our steps back to where we were before the
pandemic struck — because that world no longer exists. Geopolitics has been transformed and
power equations are being altered. There are a new set of winners and losers in the economic
sweepstakes. Technological advancement will magnify these changes and India will need to
make difficult judgements about the world that is taking shape and find its place in a more
complex and shifting geopolitical landscape.

Some trends were already salient before the pandemic struck. They are being accelerated and
intensified thanks to the forces unleashed by this crisis. There are also newer trends at play,
which demand attention and efficient management. As the pandemic recedes, the world could
draw the right lessons and proceed on a more hopeful trajectory. It may equally lurch into
another even more serious and damaging crisis or even multiple crises because the lessons
remain unlearnt. The latter has been more often the case in history but the implications are more
dire now.

The success of scientists in delivering vaccines in record time has masked an ugly reality.
COVID-19 has been a global emergency, recognising no national or regional boundaries but it
has been dealt with almost entirely within national confines. International cooperation in either
developing an effective vaccine or responding to its health impacts has been minimal. The pre-
existing trend towards nationalist urgings, the weakening of international institutions and
multilateral processes has been reinforced. Even in the distribution of vaccines, we are
witnessing a cornering of supplies by a handful of rich nations. Help for the poorer nations of the
world is a low priority.

Most challenges the world faces are global, like the pandemic. They are inherent in globalisation
driven by rapid technological change. These include climate change, cyber security, space
security, which are newer domains. But even extant challenges such as terrorism, drug
trafficking, money laundering and ocean and terrestrial pollution have taken on a globalised
dimension. They are not amenable to national solutions. They demand collaborative, not
competitive solutions. This glaring disconnect between the rising salience of global and cross-
cutting issues and the resistance to multilateral and collaborative approaches is likely to intensify
in the post-pandemic world, unless there is some display of statesman-like leadership to
mobilise action on a global scale. The nation-state will endure but its conduct will need to be
tempered by a spirit of internationalism and a sense of common humanity.

https://indianexpress.com/about/coronavirus/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/pandemic-explained-who-novel-coronavirus-covid19-what-is-a-pandemic-6309727/
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How likely is it that there will emerge leadership that is able to orient the world in the right
direction? The pre-pandemic shift in the centre of gravity of the global economy and political
power and influence, from the trans-Atlantic to the trans-Pacific, has been reinforced under the
impact of the crisis. East Asian and South-East Asian countries have managed the crisis more
effectively and their economies are the first to register the green shoots of recovery. Ironically,
China being the country where the COVID-19 first erupted early this year, has been the first
large economy to witness a significant rebound in its growth rate. While trade and investment
flows in the rest of the world have declined, they have registered growth in this part of the world.
The regional supply chains centred on China have been reinforced rather than disrupted. China
will emerge in pole position in the geopolitical sweepstakes commencing in 2021. The power
gap with its main rival, the US, will shrink further. The power gap with India, its largest rival in
Asia, will expand even more. India is already confronting a more aggressive and arrogant China
on its borders. This threat will intensify and demand asymmetrical coping strategies.

Despite China emerging a relative gainer from the disruptions triggered by the pandemic, I
believe that the trend towards multi-polarity is here to stay. Neither the US in its relatively
diminished state nor China with its enhanced power can singly or as a duopoly manage a much
more diffused distribution of economic and military capabilities across the globe. As already
noted, most of the challenges we confront demand global and collaborative responses. Even a
powerful country cannot coerce other nations to collaborate. This is only possible through
multilateral approaches and adherence to the principle of equitable burden-sharing. We may see
the emergence of a loosely structured global order with clusters of regional powers, inter-linked
and interacting with each other. But such a multipolar order can only be stable and keep the
peace with a consensus set of norms, managed through empowered institutions of international
governance and multilateral processes. India’s instinctive preference has been for a multipolar
order as the best assurance of its security and as most conducive to its own social and
economic development. It now has the opportunity to make this its foreign policy priority as this
aligns with the interests of a large majority of middle and emerging powers. This will be an
important component of a strategy to meet the China challenge. The techniques of mobilisation
that were deployed successfully in leading the Non-Aligned Movement in an earlier time and in a
different geopolitical context are relevant.

Despite a degree of pessimism about India’s economic prospects, we may be located at a
favourable geopolitical moment. This may appear counterintuitive. Thanks to concerns about
China’s aggressive posture across the board and its unilateral assertions of power, there is a
significant push-back even from smaller countries, for example, in South-East Asia and Africa.
China’s blatant “weaponisation of economic interdependence” such as we see in its punitive
commercial action against Australia, has made its economic partners increasingly wary. India is
seen as a potential and credible countervailing power to resist Chinese ambitions. The world
wants India to succeed because it is regarded as a benign power wedded to a rule-based order.
India can leverage this propitious moment to encourage a significant flow of capital, technology
and knowledge to accelerate its own modernisation. But for this to happen, India needs to
position itself as the most open and competitive destination for trade and investment offering
both scale and political stability.

The choice is clear and the opportunity for leadership beckons.

This article first appeared in the print edition on December 23, 2020 under the title “The
new league of nations”. The writer is a former foreign secretary and currently senior
fellow, CPR

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-12-29

DEALING WITH INDIA’S TWO-FRONT CHALLENGE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Till recently, any mention of a two-front war evoked two contrasting opinions. India’s military was
firmly of the view that a collusive China-Pakistan military threat was a real possibility, and we
must develop capabilities to counter this challenge. On the other hand, the political class in
general and the mainstay of the country’s strategic community felt that a two-front threat was
being over-hyped by the military to press for additional resources and funds. They argued that
historically, China has never intervened militarily in any India-Pakistan conflict and that the
economic, diplomatic, and political ties between India and China rule out any armed conflict
between the two countries. As a result, Indian strategic thinking was overwhelmingly focused on
Pakistan and the security considerations emanating from there.

In the Indian military’s thinking, while China was the more powerful — and therefore strategic —
foe, the chance of a conventional conflict breaking out was low. The reverse was true of
Pakistan, with a greater likelihood of conflict along the western border possibly triggered by a
major terror attack emanating from Pakistan. The Chinese intrusions in Ladakh in May this year,
the violence that resulted from clashes between the Indian Army and the People’s Liberation
Army, and the deadlock in negotiations have now made the Chinese military threat more
apparent and real. The direct result of this, then, is the arrival of a worrisome two-front situation
for New Delhi.

Even if the current India-China crisis on the border is resolved peacefully, China’s military
challenge will occupy greater attention of Indian military planners in the months and years to
come. This comes at a time when the situation along the Line of Control (LoC) with Pakistan has
been steadily deteriorating. Between 2017 and 2019, there has been a four-fold increase in
ceasefire violations. Some media reports had indicated that Pakistan had moved 20,000 troops
into Gilgit-Baltistan, matching the Chinese deployments in Eastern Ladakh.

For sure, the Sino-Pakistan relationship is nothing new, but it has far serious implications today
than perhaps ever before. China has always looked at Pakistan as a counter to India’s influence
in South Asia.

Over the years, the ties between the two countries have strengthened and there is a great deal
of alignment in their strategic thinking. Military cooperation is growing, with China accounting for
73% of the total arms imports of Pakistan between 2015-2019 (https://bit.ly/37V6FWq). In his
remarks on the (recently concluded) Shaheen IX Pakistan-China joint exercise between the
Pakistan Air Force and People’s Liberation Army Air Force, the Pakistan Chief of Army Staff
said, “The joint exercise will improve combat capacity of both air forces substantially and also
enhance interoperability between them with greater strength and harmony.”

It would, therefore, be prudent for India to be ready for a two-front threat. In preparing for this,
the Indian military needs to realistically analyse how this threat could manifest itself and the type
of capabilities that should be built up to counter it.

In a two-front scenario, the larger challenge for India’s military would come if the hostilities break
out along the northern border with China. In such a contingency, there is a likelihood that
Pakistan would attempt to take advantage of India’s military preoccupation by limited military
actions in Jammu and Kashmir (J&K), and attempt to raise the level of militancy in Kashmir.

It is unlikely that Pakistan would initiate a large-scale conflict to capture significant chunks of
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territory as that would lead to a full-blown war between three nuclear armed states. In such a
contingency, the damage to Pakistan’s economy and military far outweighs the advantages of
capturing some pieces of ground. Pakistan would prefer the low-risk option of pursuing a hybrid
conflict that remains below the threshold of war.

A two-front conflict presents the Indian military with two dilemmas — of resources and strategy.
Ashley J. Tellis, in his 2016 article, “Troubles, They Come in Battalions: The Manifold Travails of
the IAF” (https://bit.ly/3hoZ3i7) estimates that about 60 combat squadrons are needed to deal
with a serious two-front threat. This is double the number of squadrons currently with the Indian
Air Force (IAF). Obviously, it is neither practical nor feasible to build a level of capability that
enables independent war fighting on both fronts.

A major decision will be the quantum of resources to be allocated for the primary front. If a
majority of the assets of the Indian Army and the Indian Air Force are sent towards the northern
border, it will require the military to rethink its strategy for the western border. This is the second
dilemma. Even though Pakistan may only be pursuing a hybrid war, should the Indian military
remain entirely defensive? If it does so, it may encourage Pakistan to continue with its actions in
J&K with a level of impunity and even raise the level of its involvement on the western front.
Adopting a more offensive strategy against Pakistan could draw limited resources into a wider
conflict.

It is impossible to define with any certainty the contours of a two-front conflict and how it would
actually play out. However, what is certain is that the threat cannot be ignored and therefore we
need to develop both the doctrine and the capability to deal with this contingency. Developing a
doctrine will require close interaction with the political leadership. Any doctrine that is prepared
without a political aim and guidance will not stand the test when it is actually to be executed.

Capability building also requires a serious debate, particularly in view of the fact that the
country’s economic situation will not permit any significant increase in the defence Budget for
the foreseeable future. There is too much focus on major platforms such as aircraft, ships, and
tanks, and not enough on future technologies such as robotics, artificial intelligence, cyber,
electronic warfare, etc. The right balance will have to be struck based on a detailed assessment
of China and Pakistan’s war-fighting strategies.

Diplomacy has a crucial role to play in meeting the two-front challenge.

To begin with, New Delhi would do well to improve relations with its neighbours so as not to be
caught in an unfriendly neighbourhood given how Beijing and Islamabad will attempt to contain
and constrain India in the region. The government’s current engagement of the key powers in
West Asia, including Iran, should be further strengthened in order to ensure energy security,
increase maritime cooperation and enhance goodwill in the extended neighbourhood. New Delhi
must also ensure that its relationship with Moscow is not sacrificed in favour of India-United
States relations given that Russia could play a key role in defusing the severity of a regional
gang up against India. Even as the Quad, or the quadrilateral security dialogue (India, Australia,
Japan and the U.S) and the Indo-Pacific seem to form the mainstay of India’s new grand
strategy, there is only so much that a maritime strategy can help ease the Sino-Pakistan
pressure in the continental sphere.

Politically, the stark military reality of a two-front challenge, one that is likely to grow stronger
over the years, must serve as a wake-up call for the political leadership in New Delhi, and
encourage it to look for ways to ease the pressure from either front. Easing pressure on the
western front requires political will more than anything else. From a long-view perspective,
therefore, a well-choreographed political outreach to Kashmir aimed at pacifying the aggrieved
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citizens there would go a long way towards that end.

This could also lead to a potential rapprochement with Pakistan provided, of course, Rawalpindi
can be persuaded to put an end to terrorist infiltration into Kashmir. It is important to remember
that China, a rising and aggressive, superpower next door, is the bigger strategic threat for India,
with Pakistan being a second-order accessory to Beijing’s ‘contain India strategy’. New Delhi
would, therefore, do well to do what it can politically to reduce the effect of a collusive Sino-
Pakistan containment strategy aimed at India.

Lt. Gen. Deependra Singh Hooda (retd.), a former northern army commander, and Happymon
Jacob, an associate professor at Jawaharlal Nehru University, recently co-founded the ‘Council
for Strategic and Defense Research’, a New Delhi-based think tank. The views expressed are
personal
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-12-29

THE FACADE CRACKS FOR CHINA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

The Spring Festival is when the Chinese are at their sprightly best. The spectacular dragon and
lion dances, music performances, and people sending out New Year greetings create a festive
air. This year, however, the COVID-19 outbreak disrupted the revelry, forcing the government to
order citizens to be sequestered in their homes. But in the aftermath of the world grappling with
the contagion, China seemed to embody Winston Churchill’s saying: never let a good crisis go to
waste.

Hong Kong became one of the most significant arenas where the Communist Party of China
came down with full might. The special administration region, which enjoys autonomy, had been
on the boil since June 2019 over a legislation (which was later scrapped) that would allow the
local government to extradite criminals to the mainland. Demonstrators had resorted to
vandalism over the law, an act that the Communist Party of China saw as a challenge to its writ.
The island had witnessed protests earlier in 2014, when demonstrators lay siege to parts of the
island seeking reforms to the electoral process. This time round, the reprisals were swift and
unflinching. On June 30, 2020, minutes before the anniversary of Hong Kong’s handover to
China by the British, China’s legislature approved a new national security law for Hong Kong.
While critics contend that the law essentially curbs dissent and civil liberties, China insists it will
in help restoration of stability. Beijing backed up its efforts to bring to heel a recalcitrant
opposition by passing another law that empowers the government to expel lawmakers in Hong
Kong’s Legislative Council without recourse to judicial process. Following this, four legislators
were disqualified over national security grounds, and the remaining Opposition resigned in
protest.

2020 in review | Xi Jinping tightens grip on China

Beyond Hong Kong, China also took on Taiwan, challenged India along the Himalayan frontier,
escalated tensions in the South and East China Seas, bullied European nations, and flexed its
trade muscles vis-à-vis Australia. At a time when global multilateralism has been facing serious
challenges, China’s manipulation of institutions like the World Health Organization has led to an
even greater sense of disenchantment with the multilateral order.

In the domestic sphere, too, there has been a clean-up even among the Party’s own ranks. Cai
Xia, a former professor at the Communist Party’s Central Party School that grooms its top
leadership, was expelled in August for calling President Xi Jinping a ‘mafia boss’. Ms. Cai, who
has been a champion of political reform, is living abroad. Another comrade, Ren Zhiqiang, who
obliquely criticised Mr. Xi’s management of the pandemic, received an 18-year jail sentence on
bribery charges. Mr. Ren’s father had served as one of Mao Zedong’s vice-ministers; Ms. Cai’s
parents had taken part in the 1949 Communist Revolution. Financial czar Jack Ma was left red-
faced after his Ant Group’s $37 billion IPO was grounded ahead of its debut in November.
China’s second-richest man had earlier slammed financial regulators at a conclave of bankers,
and an expose in 2017 of a politburo member’s daughter in a newspaper controlled by Mr. Jack
had not gone down well. Red ‘Princelings’ now know that the Communist Party is in no mood to
brook any dissent. Businessmen may be the economy’s stars, but the message that the Party is
the ship’s captain, is clear.

For nearly four decades, China pursued an exports-led growth strategy called ‘international
circulation’, entrenching itself into production networks. The economy is now charting a new
course due to factors like bleak economic outlook of nations reeling from the pandemic, the U.S.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/yearender-2020-xi-jinping-tightens-grip-on-china/article33412846.ece
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imposing restrictions against Chinese technology firms, and its ‘decoupling’ push. Under the new
strategy, China will make domestic consumption a bigger engine of growth, while also relying on
international circulation. Mr. Xi announced at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation summit this
year that the new policy will come into effect from 2021.

Comment | Behind China’s wolf warrior diplomacy

During the Bund Summit, a conclave of regulators and bankers held in Shanghai, China
signalled that it will improve financial ties with the world. The China Securities Regulatory
Commission is building more channels for investors based abroad to put their money into capital
markets on the mainland. The fine print of how China plans to execute the shift from an export-
led growth strategy to bolstering its domestic market will become clearer once the 14th five-year
plan is approved by its legislature in early 2021.

Cinema is a reflection of society — every nation likes to see its imagined persona on screen.
The ‘Wolf Warrior’ series, in which the Chinese assume the onerous responsibility of “saving the
world”, has undercurrents of the nation’s exceptionalism. These movies seem to be having an
impact on an unlikely quarter — China’s diplomatic corps. Mr. Xi has repeatedly highlighted the
need for developing a “fighting spirit” to breach the hurdles facing China. On a state visit to
Nepal, Mr. Xi warned that a bid to divide China would end in “smashed bodies and bones
ground to powder”. This aggressive posturing is far removed from Deng Xiaoping’s counsel to
‘keep a low profile’. Instead of building goodwill, China’s envoys used their official social media
handles to push a theory that American military was the cause of COVID-19, and trolled
Australia over alleged war crimes committed by its elite soldiers fighting in Afghanistan. Quizzed
about the verbal bellicosity of its representatives abroad, Foreign Minister Wang Yi asserted that
they would certainly push back against insults to national honour.

Also read | China dismisses ‘Wolf Warrior diplomacy’ charge as akin to ‘China threat’ theory

The Trump Administration also took on China frontally, both bilaterally and in concert with other
nations, even as the State Department released a comprehensive report which is being
described as a potential blueprint for the U.S.’s response to China’s rise as an authoritarian
superpower. By escalating a tariff war with China, U.S. President Donald Trump underscored
the need for a potential economic decoupling of the world’s two major economies. During his
election campaign, President-elect Joe Biden, too, took a hard line vis-à-vis China, and it is
unlikely that his approach towards China would radically alter the trajectory of America’s China
policy. And the more pushback Mr. Xi faces globally, the more aggressive his domestic and
foreign policy agenda is likely to become.

The muzzling of anti-establishment voices in Hong Kong, ‘wolf warrior’ diplomacy, and an
aggressive pursuit of national interests have hurt China’s image. A survey by the Pew Research
Center across 14 nations shows that a majority of the respondents have an unfavourable
opinion of China. Today’s China aspires to be a global power but bristles at criticism, domestic
or foreign. Many in China may see this year as one in which the country came into its own as a
power dictating the global agenda, but for many around the world, this is also the year when
China’s vulnerabilities, as well the challenges it poses to the global order, became all too
apparent.

Harsh V. Pant is Director, Studies at the Observer Research Foundation (ORF) and Professor at
King’s College London. Kalpit A. Mankikar is Fellow with Strategic Studies Programme, ORF

This story is available exclusively to The Hindu subscribers only.
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